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DRAMA of SIX ACTS, 


Now in Rehearſal near Mi*faw, in Courland, 


under the Inſpection of the AurHOR, a 
| Ruſſian PotrT ; and ſerving as a Sequel to 


the Congreſs of Beaſts, &c. 


Done into Engliſh, from the Original, by 7. N. 
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THE 


PREFACE 


BY THE 


TRANSLATORS 


= E are extremely ferry, that cur 


Epilogue, or even with a ſingle 


Tag ag at the End W Atts : And it is for this 


Reaſon, that we chuſe to beſtow the Epithet of 
Author rather than Poet upon him. 

Net when we ſay this, we cannot lut admit 

that the Compoſition is throughout, in the 

Original, poetically harmonious, however other = 

wiſe it may appear in our V. er/ion of it. 


The Contexture, or Diſpoſition of this Piece 


into fix Acis instead of five, may ſeem ji «4 


lar to an Engliſh Reader, who judges only by 


our Standard here at Home; but to ſuch as 
have dipt into Antiquity, the Divifion of 
Dramas into more or leſs Acts, will afpear to 
Fave been always at iſerctinary. 
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Author has not enabled us to oblige 
our Readers with a Prologue ar 
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The PREFACE. 


A ftronger ſeeming Objeckion lies again this 
Work, with regard to Plot which may be 
deen d the Soul of Dramatic Compoſitions :. And 


in this Parti 1 we confeſs, our Author "x7 


deficient. I ſay ſeems, Ia probably, if 


we had the Key to the Piece, it wou'd appear 


as rich in Deſign or Plot, as it is — 
correct as to the requiſite Unities of Time and 
Place. 

We may percei ve by this, as well as by ma- 
ny Compoſitions lately exhibited by the moſt nor- 
thern of our own inſular | Fellow-ſubjefts, that 
Learning, and even Poetry, 1s not confined 
fo warmer Climates. But ſorry we are, that 


our Ruſſian ſhznes, in Generolity, beyond his 


eo-temporary northern Bards, particularly 
one, who, t0 emblazon himſelf, or his Coun- 
trymen in general, has thrown an invidious 
Shade over all thoſe of other Countries, whom 
he has thought proper to exhibit in his Poetical 


Ramble. An Indicaticn of a narrow Mind, 


Per baß s of a narrow Education. 
But our Author ſcorning the low mean Arts, 


or rather Shifts, of raiſing a national Cha- 


rafter, at the Expence of Foreigners, or 
Neighbours, mekes tbe Hero of bis Drama, 


if any be propoſed, to be not only wwhelp'd out 


of Ruſſia, but of foreign Extrattion, And 


that his Delicacy, i in this Reſpect, may appear 


the more conſpicuous, we find the moſt excep- 


tronable Character, except one, in his whole 


Drama, to be the Bear. —- But of this, as of 5 
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The PREFACE. 
the Author's other more eſſential Delicacies 
and Excellencies, the Reader himſelf will be 
beſt able to judge hereafter. And therefore, 
we ſhall add, at preſent, that whenever 
this abſtruſe Writer 12 be plas d to oblige us 
with Notes or a Comment on his Play, which by 
the bye, it flands in Need of, <ve promiſe to 
publiſh the Whole together, without enhancing. 


the Engliſh Reader's Expence. 


To conclude, we aſſure the Publick, that we 
impoſed the laborious T aſk of this J -anſlation 


on ourſelves, for the future Emalument of our 
dear Countrymen, and that wwe have kept our 


Author as ſcrupulouſly in view, as the Idioms 
F both Languages would permit. 

Nor is it leſs certain, that if we had not 
fear'd to have fwelPd the Mort to à Price, 


which the common Run of Readers would not 


care to go to, we wou'd have ſubjoin'd the Ori- 


ginal to this Tranſlation, that our Literati 
might be able to judge of our Integrity and 
hey. But if hereafter, we ſhou'd hear, 
that the Publick is defirous to ſee this northern 


Curigſity, it ſhall appear along with ſome * 


ture Editi an. 


The Perſons of the Drama. 


MALES. 


An Old Lion. A Boar, 

# Forte, A Talbot. 
A Fox. „„ . * 

4A Monkey. | 4A Wolf. 
An Old Goat. A Badger. 
r A Boar- Cat. 
A Young Lion. A Mule. 

4 Welel. | AH. 


Rat. 
FEMALES. 


Dear. , A Young Ewe. 
A Tigreſs. An Old Cow in the 


A Leopardels, ' Retinue of the Bear. 


4 End. 


SCENE. A Wd in the Ns ebleurboed of 


Mittaw, in Courland, 


* 


SCENE 1. 


A Den at the Foot of a Craggy Mountain, in 
a Wood. 


Euter a Boar, and a Badger, coming 8 
| from the Den. 


Boar. 


= Y dear Bakery, my boſom Friend! 
17 How ſhall I retaliate— 

Badg. By ſparing the Confuſion 
of your Servant at preſent; and 
hereafter, by having no Intereſt ſeparate from 
that of thoſe o'er whom you have been e- 
llected to rule. My Lord, as much an Ene- 
my as lam to the Incroachments of an ar⸗ 
B rogant 
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2 The Northern Election; Or, 


rogant, ambitious, unciviliz'd Neighbour, 
and to the Perfidy of one more diſtant, I had 
not wrought ſo unweariedly in your Cauſe, 
but with a View to the future Freedom and 


Grandeur of my native Soil. 
Bear. Is it not mine alſo, on the ſure 


Side? 


Bads. It is, my Lord; and therefore have 
we choſen you above all the Youth of the 
Foreſt, fince your young Kinſman, of the 
elder Branch, had o'erlooked our Choice. 


For, my Lord, ſetting by hereditary Right, 
which I aher oppung nor defend, Proxi- 


mity of Blood is ever attended with Conve- 


niency. Many Competitors for a Poſſeſſion, 
draw after them too many Calamities for a 


wiſe Individual to wiſh to be curs'd with 
any. See what Inconveniencies attend 


the doubtful Cauſe of Competition in a 


Weſtern Foreſt; ſee what Miſery the con- 
troverted Claim has brought on its Inhabi- 
tants; fee what Regulations, and what 
weighty Burdens they are oppreſs'd with in 
Support of a controverted Title. 


Bear. No ſuch Miſchiefs can attend your 


Choice of me: When the pretent aged Ru- 
ler drops, the Helm devolves on me > without 
a Competitor. 


Badg. So it ought, if Juſtice had been 


the Guide of Beaſts. But alas! like perfi- 


dious Man, the Inhabitants of the Foreſt 


know, or own no Law but that of Conve- 


niency. 
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NEST F BEASTS. 3 
niency. Ah, Prince ſwerve not, when you 
> come togovern, like lawleſs Man, from the 
Laws and Dictates of Reaſon and Juſtice. 

Be juſt to your Word; nor let Intereſt or 
Conveniency attract you from the Path of 
Honour. Your young Kinſman refign'd to 


© you for a wider, tho' not a fairer Lawn; 


2 yet now wou'd he reſcind his own Act, and 
7 ofertake the Time elapſed. 
' Boar, O' er perſuaded by the ambitious 
Bear, who dreads my Reign. And well 
ſhe may, ſince no Art nor Force ſhall be 
wanting to thwart her Deſigns. What! ſhall 
I, unmov'd, ſee a ſpurious Brood ſet o'er 
my Kinſman's Head; ſhall I, that am ſprung 
from ſovereign Blood, fit down tamely and 
ſee the moſt ſolemn Acts of Empire reſcind- 
ed ; ſhall I, by an unpardonable Indolence, 
countenance the Debaſement of Royalty? It 
ſhe muſt take Enjoyment, let it be accord- 
ing to the Laws of the Foreſt. My dear 
Badger, could you ſuſpect ſo great Depravi- 
ty in one of ſo exalted a Rank? 

Badg. Is ſhe not a Female? 

Boar, So is my Conſort, the Leopardeſs 
yet does the always walk in Honour's Path? 
Badg. Thanks to her Education. Na- 
ture is the ſame in all, but corrigible ; and 
they are happieſt that meet with Correction. 
The Bear was taught no Law but that of 
wild Nature, nor are we to wonder that 
ſhe obſerves no other. But your fair Con- 


© 2X USERS ſort 


* 


the Alliance of fo conſummate a Politician! 


' RE | Northern Election; Or, 


ſort met with early Correction from a care- 
ful Dam, who torm' d her to Wiſdom and 
to Virtue, 

Boar. The Dam might have form'd her 
to Virtue, but to her Brother ſhe ſtands in- 


diebted for the Share of Wiſdom ſhe poſſeſ- 


ſes.— Ah, my Friend! how happy am I in 
Badg. Happy indeed; and the more fo 


at preſent, that without his Aid your Pro- 


ſpect of Dominion would be variable, if not 
uncertain. 


Boar. How, my Friend! As nk my 


Enemy as the Bear is, as much as ſhe dreads 


my Neighbourhood and Power, when the 


aged Goat ſhall fink into the Grave; I did 
not think ſhe meant to ſtrip me of that Right 7 


which Election gives me. 


Badg. Alas, My Lord! You ſee not the 
Depth of the Plan adopted by the Bear, 


and her more crafty Confederates, who ſe- 
cretly ſeek your Fall, the better to take down 


your Brother-in-Law the Monkey, and Tow 


common Friend, the Fox. 

Boar. Yes, my faithful Counſellor, I can 
now diſcern the Tendency of the vaſt i iniqui- 
tous Project — but, dear Badger, are not all 


the Projects of Ambition iniquitous? Well, 
if it pleaſe Heaven to veſt me with ſupreme 


Power, Ambition ne'er hall warp me to In- 


juſtice. If vy the Aid of Confederates, I 


ſeek to recover thoſe Lawns and Cliffs that 
bad 
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NES of BEASTS. 8 


had been torn from our Foreſt, Ambition 


cannot be ſaid to have any Share in the glo- 


rious Strife. Oh, my Friend ! ſhall I fo far 
{ſtain the Blood deſcended to me from the 
boaſted Heroes of the North, my ſhining 
material Forefathers, as not to attempt reco- 
vering what had been wreſted from them? 

Badg. Nay, what had been lately forced 
from us. — Oh! never, my Lord, fit idle, 
like our preſent Shadow of a Ruler, but ſeize 
an Opportunity to extend your Dominions 


to their ancient Bounds. 


Boar. Was but this decrepid Geat gather d 
to his Fathers — yet forbid it Heaven, that 


I ſhou'd wiſh or precipitate his End! But if 


he woud abdicate 
Badg. Take heed, my Lord, in ln 


Senſe you ſpeak that Word. 


Boar. I know no Meaning it has but one, 
and that ſo ſelf-evident as not to admit of a 


Diſtinction. 


Badg. Had you been read in the Annals 
of the laſt Age, you wou'd have known that 


Abdication has a double Meaning. But ſee 


your fair Conſort, with her young beauteous 
Siſter, the fair Hind, come this Way. I'll 
retire to meditate on thoſe weighty Cares 


that fall to my Lot. 8 Eat. 


SCENE 


The Northern Election; Or, 
SCENE II. 
Enter the Leopardeſs, and the Hind. 


Boar. Welcome, my Dear; have you 
ſucceeded ; have you diſpoſed your great 


Brother to our Deſigns ? 
Leop. My Brother, ever attentive to the 


Intereſt of his F amily, makes yours a com- 


mon Cauſe, and embarks in it with all his 
Force. He'll be here anon to unfald to you 


the Purpoſe of his deep Deſigns. 
Boar. But have you won him to our 


Scheme for taking down the rampant Horſe, 
and for muzzling the old Lion? How ſay 
you, fair Siſter, do you hold your Purpole ? 


Hind. You know, Brother, that we Maid- 
ens of Condition have no will or Purpoſe, 
but what's directed by wiſer Council.—— 
The Perſon and Endowments of the young 
Lion might tempt the haughtieſt Maid; but 


I confeſs there are Objections that ſtand in 


the Way with me.— I cou'd with he had 


a fix'd Abode, cou'd ſettle a Dower, and 


had worſhip'd a3 a0... 

Bear. He bids fair for a Reſidence, and 
for endowing a Conſort by your Alliance ; 
and, as for Worſhip, my dear Siſter, reckon 
with me, that your Suitor, like moſt Youth 
of the Age, is no Bigot to any particular 


Worſhip.— Tis well if he thinks any Wor- 
ſhip 


48; 
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NEST of BEASTS. 7 
ſhip neceſſary; nor wou'd he be leſs wel- 
come, where your Alliance might probably 
introduce him, if he did not. How comes 
it, that you bend to Prieſt-Craft more than 
your Siſter here, or your great Brother, 
who, ſuiting his religious Worſhip to his In- 
tereſt, is ever ready to change or alter that 
by this. In Days of yore religious Diſtinc- 
tions were Cloaks to Ambition, and enthuſi- 
aſtic Gudgeons were drawn in to co-operate 
in the iniquitous Views of crafty Politicians ; 
but in this more enlighten'd Age the Cob- 
web Veil is ſeen thro”, and Intereſt is the on- 
ly Object that attracts the public Attention. 
Saw you not lately how, your Suitor's Cauſe 
had been abandon'd by the Fox, when he 
might ſecure Succeſs ; and yet the Fox, and 


young Lion worſhip'd alike in Appearance. 


Hind. Ah! Name not that hateſul Ob- 


ject Such diſhonourable Treatment under 


his own Roof! Such a Breach of Hoſpita- 


lity—fough pon him! Never more ſhall I 


rank your favourite Reynard among the Great 


and Polite : And ſo much I deteſt him, that 


if any Thing cou'd tempt me to yield to 
the Mpelp's Solicitation, it wou'd be that my 
Alliance might enable the injured Youth to 


be reveng' d on his unhoſpitable Hoſt. 

' Boar. Generous Creature! I love you for 
+ the Nobleneſs of your Sentiments. I de- 
teſt the Baſeneſs of Reynard as much as you 
bo CALLS 


: $ The Northern Election; Or, 
can; but at preſent his Alliance is too neceſ- 


ſary for me to look cool upon him. 
TLeop. Neceſſary! Yes, he is a neceſſary 
Ally; but are you not ſo to him? Twice 
has the Bear, by ſuccouring Reynard's Ene- 
mies, forc'd him to a Peace; and how ſo 


well can he return the Fayour, or prevent 
her thwarting his future Views, as by aiding 


my Brother and you to pare her Nails in the 
approaching Conflict? My dear Siſter, ſe- 


cond our Views on the Bear, and even on 


the Fox. We wou'd pull them both down, 


that the firſt might no more be able to give 
the Law here in the North, nor the other 
have Power to dictate in the South. The 
Bear, you know, wou'd oppoſe your Bro- 


ther's Elevation and mine, tho' the Act of 
his Succeſſion was ratified by general Con- 


ſent; and cou'd ſhe ſucceed, our dear Bro- 


ther, the Monkey, wou'd ſoon become the 


Victim of the haughty T:greſs's Reſentment z 


for this Latter and the Bear are link'd in a 
Confederacy againſt our Houſe, 
Hind. 1 can perceive, Siſter, how my 


matching with the Vhelb might put him in 
plight to deprive your Enemy, the Bear, of 
Succours from the Lion and Horſe, but can- 
not ſee how it cou'd tend to the Wean of 


Reynard's Power; or if it did, why you and 
your Conſort ſhou'd wiſh ill to an ancient 
Ar of his maternal Houſe, 
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= Nie of BRA ra 9 
* _ Leop. My Dear, you have not made Po- 
* hiics and Hiſtory your Studies as I have 
fince I am married, or you might have 
© known, that above all the Inhabitants of the 
= Foreſt, Reynurd is the moſt attach'd to Self. 
> intereſt, . He was the Ally of my Huſ.\ 
> band's maternal Houſe, but ſo long and of- 
ten as it was his Intereſt ſo to be; and even 
then he was ſcanty in Performance tho' ex- 
> uberant in fair Promiſes, In ſhort, as I am | 
by Nature an Enemy to Ambition and Per- 
= fidy, I cou'd with the Fox humbled, and 
2 wou'd exchange his Alliance for the Whelp's, 
as the moſt natural and uſeful. - 
'* Boar. The //help, in the Plenitude of 
Power, your Brother, and myſelf. —— _ 
Hind. You three would rule the Foreſt, 
þ ”” ha, ha! 3 | 
. = Boar, No, Siſter; we wou'd not covet 
| F to rule the Foreſt; but wou'd prevent others 
1 to dictate there: And ſo well does Reynard 
know and fee his own Intereſt, that he will 
ever prevent the triple Alliance if he can. 
But ſpight of him, your Match may produce 
the eligible Effect. 


any; nay the Vbelp's Veins and hers are 
ource on the ſurer Side: 
= Not 


2 fll'd from the ſame 8 
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Not that I have any Objection, if my Bro- 


ther pleaſes ; but hitherto he has not been 
explicit on the Point. 


Bear, His Politics are refin'd ; perhaps he 7” 


judges it might be thought too open an At- 
empt to extend his own Power, if he ſhou'd 
match you with the Help. 
Leop. He might think too, to leſſen his In- 


tereſt with thoſe of his own Worſhip, ſhou'd 


he ally with a Family exiled heretofore for 


a Difterence of Opinion, — Ah! when will 
Beaſts grow wiſe and wear off the Edge of 
weak Prejudice? Our Dam imbibed the 


religious Weakneſs in her early Vouth, and 
ſpite of her good Senſe, ſtill retains the Le- 
ven. This falſe Prejudice, and her Tender- 
neſs for a Brother, tho' he might not have 
deſerv'd greatly at her Hands, obſtruct your 


matching with the generous Yhelp. Our : ; 


Brother yields to that maternal Power ſhe 


has over him; but, Siſter, if you warmly 
join, we ſhall win him to our Purpoſe, and 
you'll become the Envy and Pride of all the 

Foreſt, —Oh ! did you ſee (ho glorious Youth | 


with my Eyes. 


Hind. I ſhou'd run into his Embrace + 
ha, ha — Ah, Sifter! how Intereſt more 
than Love ing oſſes ſome female Hearts! —— 
Bear. And ſome again are ingroſs'd more 


by Love 


-See yon' youthful Pair that 


bend toward the Thicket, and ſay if they 


are not guided by Love alone. 


3 Hind, 
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NES T BEASTsS. 11 
Hind. How cloſe in Diſcourſe. How at- 
tentive is the yielding Ewe to all he fays ; 
how ſhe catches his Looks and how 
paſſionate are his Perdition ſeize the Cou- 
ple! (Aide. *** 

Teo. Poor Thing ! tho' ſhe is jealous to 
my Wiſh, I can't fee this Tumult in her 
> Breaſt without Concern. (Aſide to the Boar) 
> My dear Siſter, hide not from us that the ſu- 

perior maſculine Charms of the Fhelp's Body 
and Mind have won your Heart, nor that 
the ſeeing him in Parly with the woollen 
Ewe, has bred that Confuſion we fee, Re- 
pine not at the placing your Heart on fo a- 
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- miable an Obje&, but rather pride yourſelf 
— on being vanquiſh'd by—— kk 
e Hind. Whom? Ah, my deareſt Siſter ! 


how eam I ſure that the Ewe and he are not 
Ir already join'd in Wedlock's Bands? 

Leop. Fear it not, ſince without our Bro- 
ther's Conſent, he cou'd not, to Judgment, 
anſwer the taking ſuch a Step : Beſides he 
has not been long enough in this Foreſt to 
have wound up ſo thorny an Affair. 

Hind, Ah, Siſter ! Are they not turn'd this 
Way? Too fure they are, and come forward. 
He ſhall not ſee the Spoil his Fame has made, 
— before we win my Brother and Dam to our 
ore Suit, nor ſhall my Rival's Joy increaſe by 
hat — obſerving my Perplexity,—Ah, Love! how 
ey | foothing are thy Pains! [ Exeunt, 
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12 The Northern Eleftion ; Or, 
ACT n. 
SCENE I, 
A Riv wlet iſſuing from a Spring o er ſraded | 
with Trees. 
: Enter 4 Bull, followed by a Wolf. 


Bull. e is not here; yet ought he to have 
known his Duty better If I am not to be 
his Maſter, am the Conſort of his Miſtreſs, 
and Father of his future Maſter —— But he 
is here. To my Embrace; thou beſt Coun- 
ſellor and Favourite of the greateſt and — 
fulleſt She of the F oreſt, 


Enter a Wolt, embrac'd by the Ball. 


How ſpeeds your Scheme? But why chou d 
I doubt Succeſs in ſuch able Hands 


Wolf. In ſuch friendly Hands, you might 


«ing any Ability equal to my Since- 


Bull. I doubt neither, nor does my Con- 
ſort. Convinc'd of your Zeal and Affection, 
ſhe truſts to your Conduct for elevating her 


eldeſt Cub, by me, to the Summit of Power 


and Dignity. 
Wolf. Such is my Purpoſe; tho' your Ob- 
ſcurity ſtands not a little in our Way to Suc- 


ceſs. N Bull. 


( 


* A 
i EY, 
8 * 
x 4. 1 
Py f X 
8 aps 


ICI 2 8 bes 
- wo < "us. . — 2 et, : ., F 5 
283 * nn 456 Ix bs - > * 
8 SM . * 
2 %* D 1 2 „ 
A * 


3 n 3 Ye L BED 2 
e 


T N 
Fr 
e N LAS. 
beds, — 
n e a + 


* N 1 
r e 
* . 


* - _ I 4 . 
RE nt OT * nn pry : 4 PRE —— 
2 . ES red 5 LIM TRIER oe es ; a Se 
. . RY F 8 7 2 ap.” l 88 3 . 83 
Wo CT NOR RES EE HEE Lo ona Oh Bn ne SF Ss 
: d & ” 256 


Pl. 


Kor 


. SE ad. . 
©, . 2 PT Sm : - 
/ ä wack 6 22 5 - 
> De HOLE 2 = a wt . * 
4 257 hn 4 . 70 oP > ot. CT 4 0 — os. 8 —.— 
r Wc 33 ee EF ent 'N 
- ö 4 * 


* 


* c & 
1 5 
« $1 
. 
81 
7322 
5 
7 
% 
8 
9 
n 
* 4 a 
bo E 
* * 
4 
2 
* 


NES T of B E A 8 T8. 13 
Bull. Ibelieve it; but your teeming Brain 
Mol. Shall work your Ruin, if it fail me 


not. (Afide.) All my Art, and little e- 


nough too, ſhall be employ'd to cover the 
Blot attending your Offspring's Birth, and to 
render it ſpecious to the vulgar Herd. 
Bull. There hing all my Hopes. Do, 
faithful Wolf, allure the heedleſs Herd to our 
Purpoſe; for ſhou'd they take the Bit in 
the Teeth, the Debaſement of her Choice 
of me, and our priſtine lawleſs Love, might 
become the Topics of chattering Fame, to 
the Undoing your Scheme. 1 

Wolf. Fear it not; I'll take Care that they 
have no Time for Thought or deep Reflec- 
tion. By Shews and Paſtimes I'll divert the 
public Attention from Obſervation, 
Bull. Thou Cream of Politicians ! let me 
hold thee to my Heart. (Embraces.) Tll 
ſtraight to the Bear to chear her with the 
Proſpect of thy Succeſs.—The Mule ſtoops 
to ſtay his Thirſt in the Ford below, I'll 
leave thee to mould him to our Deſigns. 
His Maſter, in the double Capacity of Lion 
and Horſe, can beſt promote our Scheme, 
and the Servant, if he cannot win his Lord 


to our Purpoſe, can urge him to it by Inti- 


midation. 
Molf. Enough, enough; I know my Cue, 
and ſhall practice all Addreſs in the Service 
of my auguſt Lady, to whom, I pray, you 
give my Duty. (Exit Wolf.) So; this Fool's 
in 
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in the Nooſe, as well as his weaker Confort, 
who had the Judgment however to diſtin- 


guiſh a Bull from feebler Beaſts. The 
Mule advances this Way He comes to 


ſift me; but his Errand is ſleeveleſs. To un- 


ſold the glorious Scheme of righting the in- 
jured, to one, who riots in Power, by ſup- 
porting a Plan of a different Complexion, 


woud be Weakneſs. 


take Fire and blaze. —Oh ! how exqui- 
fite the honeſt Pleaſure of puniſhing the 
— protecting Innocence, and reward- 

Merit. How meritorious to bring 


Mk the troubl'd Stream of Power to its juſt 


and native Clearneſs! Till this be done, no 


Peace or Concord, or H:.icyon Days, can 


be look'd for in our Foreſt, where all our 


late Convulſions were owing to the Foun- 
tain's Foulneſs.— But the 1 


Mule 18 here. 


. 


SCENE IL 


Enter the Mule, a Roll of Parchment i in his 3 


Mouth, 


Mule. Here, Brother Walf, is the Project 1 
of the 22 between your Miſtreſs, the 
Bear, my 3 


aſter, the Lion, the Tigreſs, 
and the Otter, for removing the Boar, and 
ſubſtituting 


No; the big Secret 
ſhall be buried in this faithful Breaſt ; nor 
ſhall it take Wind till the deep-laid Train 


3 


NesT of BeasTs. I5 


ſubſtituting in his room the Weſel. The 
Confederacy is powerful, and muſt ſucceed, 


i you have no View, as I believe you have 


not, but to the Elevation of the immediate 


Line of the Bear by the Bull. Ss 
Wolf. Alas, Sir, what other View cou'd 
I have, that own my all to the Favour of 


her 1 ſerve? 


Mule. I did not know but you might . 


done of thoſe that have over tender Hearts 


and ſqueamiſh Conſciences. You might yearn 
after the immur'd Cub, and wiſh the return 
of ancient Days, as vainly believing the Fo- 
reſt happieſt under him. 
Wolf. Have I not the Example of your 
Weſtern Foreſt for my Guide? There, I can 
behold the full Bleſſings of expunging the 
old and embracing a modern Syſtem. See 


I not, that you all baſk in Peace and Plenty, 


have no Competitors nor Quarrels either 
foreign or domeſtic ; that you are all free, 
unburden'd, and unharraſs'd._— _ 

Mule. Hold there, my Friend; but I know 
thee ſincere by Nature, or I ſhould ſuſ- 


pect thee inclined to Rallery, when you urge 


our being free, unburden'd, and unharraſs'd. 
I can't ſay, that our Circumſtances come up 
altogether to your Portraiture ; but what 


ſignifies Wealth, Eaſe or Freedom in Com- 


petition with thoſe Bleſſings we enjoy of 


Worſhiping as we pleaſe, and being under 


| the 
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the Guidance and Protection of the ſo noble 


) 


a Creature as the Horſe ? 


Wolf. A noble Creature indeed, that props 


up your old Lord, the Lion, become, I ſup- 
_ poſe, weak and decrepid by Age. 

Mule. J can't fay that the old Lion is ei- 
ther weak or decrepid; but it is become a 


late Maxim among us to lay him by, unleſs 


where it be of Neceſſity that he ſhould ap- 
pear in Support of our Prancer's Schemes 
and Intereſts.— Why, how do you think 


I became Chief in the Management of my 
Maſter's Affairs, but by making the Lion 
ſtoop to any Drudgery the Horſe thought 
proper to honour him with, and by facri- 


ficing, on all Occaſions, the Intereſt of the 
former to that of the Latter ? 


Wolf. Why, Brother Mule, thou art the 


very Quinteſſence of Policy and Addreſs.— 


Mule. As for Addreſs, I can't brag much 


of my Progreſs in the polite Art of carrying 
my Point by captivating the Heart; but if 
I can't ſooth, I can intimidate; and this laſt 


Remedy is infallible. It never fails; but I 


uſe it as ſeldom as poſſible, for you know 
that holding up the Switch continually may 
enrage the tameſt Beaſt to an Exertion of his 
Strength. — Odds ſo! my Maſter and the 
Goat advance this Way. Let us retire to di- 
geſt our Plan for carrying the Election in 
favour of your Friend. _ [Exeunt, 
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SCENE I. | 


i Enter a pamper'd Horſe, and an old feeble 
5 Goat. | 


3 Horſe. You ſham it well, Brother ; but I 
hope tis not ſo bad with you, as you wou'd 
F perſuade the Public. Age gave the Colour, 
oh it was my Advice, as it wou'd be the 
4 common Intereſt of our Allies, that your 
| Sand ſhou'd appear hourly drawing to an 
5 End. Vet your ill- ſorted Wedlock broke 
in upon our Scheme. Why did you not 
1 | cather as I do, ſatiate without Reſtraint 
But come, all will do well, I hope; for I 
have ſet my Mule to work, and tho' his 
Head- piece be none of the cleareſt, he ſel- 
dom fails of carrying his Point. I have ſent 
him to ſecure the JYolf to the common 
2 Cauſe, and to wean the Badger from the 
XZ Intereſt of the Boar. He took with him 
2 wherewith to bribe the whole Foreſt. 
7 Goat. And the Whole he may better cor- 
= rupt than the Badger, who is ſteddy as Day 
in his Friendſhip, and his Schemes, He 
dreads the growing Power of the Bear, 
2 which, one Day, threatens the Peace of his 
native Foreſt; and indeed, my good Bro- 
ther, I don't ſee that any of the neighbour- 
ing Foreſts can hereafter be free, if the Bear 
be permitted to palm her dubious Brood to 
1 8 the 
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the Prejudice of the Weſel, whom ſhe had 
adopted as early as her coming to Power.. 
Horſe. The future Influence of the Bear, 
in theſe Northern Foreſts, is diſtant ; but 
the Danger from the Boar's ſucceeding you, 
is immediate; therefore the nearer Riſque is 
to be firſt avoided. I wou'd not willingly 
looſe thoſe Lawns which my Sire had added | 
to the ſcanty Poſſeſſions of our Houſe; yet 
ſhou'd the Boar bear Sway, on your De- 
ceaſe, he wou'd attempt the Recovery of 
them. . 3 A 
Goat. His Conſort has a copious Mind, 
and wou'd not fail egging him to big De- 


ſigns. 


Horſe, She is come of a Race, tho' near 
to me in Blood, that pleaſes me not.— 
Her Erother tow'rs it too high in my Neigh- 7 


bourhood, and wou'd be the firſt there might 


nuine Intereſt. —— _ 


where he comes tottering in the Path. 


he have his Will. But I'll take him down 
without ſeeming to do it, or even to wiſh it. 
Goat. Surely, my Brother, you are become 7 

a Mirrour in Politics ſince your neſtling in 
the Lion's Hovel?— How ſtands the old 
lordly Beaſt inclin'd, as to this Election, and 
the Brangles of theſe northern Foreſts. Nei- 
ther, you know, can affect him in his ge- 
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" Goat, He ſeems to reel, 2 his Feeble- 
9 ; a” can't be the Effect of A 


, Liquor. He naturally loves it; and 1 ply 
t him with the ſtrongeſt early and late, that 


„ he may have no cool Intervals for Reflection. 
S Howelſedo you think I cou'd have manag'd 
4 and moulded a Beaſt of his Strength and Vi 


expenſive Quarrels that have well nigh broke 
f his Back? 
> Goat. Are you not afraid that he may, 


one time or other, recover his Senſes, and 


throw off the Yoke ? Fame ſpeaks loud- 
5 3 1 85 in favour of a certain young Lion, who 
tis whiſper'd, is lately come to this northern 
Clime. 

1 Horſe. Plhaw, pſhaw ! that errant Whelp 
may ramble for his Pleaſure, or to puzzle 
4 | we—1 care not that. for him; nor for 
the Monkey, who would, in his Turn, play 


J 1 bim upon my Fears, as Reynard did not long 


in ago. 


d Goat. Be not too ſecure, my W and 
JT Brother. Vou may not always be able to 
1- 


lull the old Lion to ſleep; nor can you An- 


e- | 1 wer, that the Proweſs and Virtues of this 


1 dels, may not waken him to Tenderneſs 
ö and Remorſe: Beſides, as ſlight as you make 


a | bler s Intereſt, I wou'd not anſwer, but when- 
. l 8 ever 


our to my Will? Had he the Uſe of cool 
Reaſon, wou'd he have been led into thoſe 


of the Monkey's eſpouſing the young Ram- 


—— 4A tet» re Ire 
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ever he embraces it, he will prove more ſtn- 
cere than the Fox has been in times paſt, 7 
For, need J tell you, my Politician, that Ins- 


tereſt, among the Great and Cunning, is the 


only and ſureſt Band of Friendſhip. It was 
Reynard's Buſineſs to alarm you with the 


Whelp, but not his Intereſt to have your 


Heels tript up for Good. But if you weigh 
Things at preſent in Reaſon's Scale, you'll 


find it the Monkey's Intereſt to act another 
Part. What gives you Luſtre or Weight in 
theſe northern Foreſts, but your cloſe Con- 
nexion with the old Lion? Is it not this 
alone that enables you to eclipſe the Mon- 
key in theſe Regions? Is it not this Connexion 
likewiſe that emboldens the Bear and Ti- 
greſs, ſecure of your Alliance, the Firſt to 
puſh at unhinging the Boar, elected to my 
Fed ag the Latter at diſpoſſeſſing the 2 
- Monkey of that fair Paſture Ground, which 
he had forced from her in her Neceſſities? 
What wou'd you ſay, ſhou'd Pug match 
his Sifter, the fair Hina, to this errant Youth? * 
Horſe. I thou'd think him as great a Fool 
as he is a K=—e, if he ſhou'd ally with a 


Beggar. 


à ſure Spoke in his Wheel, 


8 
l 2 
r 
. 


Goat. Then you don't think that he might 
become rich by the Alliance? 3 

Horfe. No; and if I did, Iam fure he can 
never attain to that Honour My Siſter is 
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Goat. I won't anſwer that ſhe will always 
be able to ſtem the Current of Intereſt, which 


ſhou'd induce her to co-operate with her 
Son for the Protection and Aggrandizement 


of her own immediate Family; but ſhou'd 
me be partial to your Intereſt, or ſway'd by 


her Favourites, whom you may have gain'd 


by Means furniſh'd you by the old Lion; 
ſhou'd this be the Caſe, yet has the Monkey 
the Diſcernment to ſeek another Bride for 
the M help, in theſe Parts, which may better 


anſwer his Purpoſ e066 

Horſe. They talk indeed of a young fleecy 
Exe in this Neighbourhood ; but I'll put a 
timely Stop to his Carreer there. —-She is 


ſuhject to our Brother, the Aſs; and he 
ſhall forbid the Banns. 


Goat. Alas! my Brother, you meaſure 
not the A/s's Power by Reaſon's Rule, or 


you wou'd have known, that he has as little 


where the white Ewe reſides, as I have in 
the Foreſt of my Reſidence, or as you per- 
mit the Lion to have in his... We are all 
three Cyphers, girded round with royal 


Trappings, but without any other Influence 
than that ariſing from Art and Addreſs. Even 
with theſe, and with all your g/#tering Ar- 


guments, ſee you not that I was not able, 


tho” back'd by the Bear and Trgreſs, to ſtay 


the Torrent of the Badger's riſing in the Fa- 
vour of the Public to mar our beſt Purpoſes. 


— That Quadrupede, that bold, that crafty | 


| Badger, 


hom ee —_— _ 
— - 
— —— — — — 


—— l!— — 
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Badger, will croſs all your Deſigns, if not 


timely taken off. 


Horſe. By Gifts He ſhall have his Fill.- — 
Badger. (Who had been liſtening from be- 
behind a Rock.) Yes, if he might direct, I 
ſhou'd have my Fill, as my great Lord had 


ſome Years fince, of Lead or Steel. Oh! 


let me not die bean I ſee the meditated 
Death of that Pearl of Beaſts reveng'd ! And 
as for thee, my pamper'd Pa/fry, all thy 


boaſted Efforts to win me to thy Cauſe, nor 


all the bribing Arts of thy racks a Mule, 
ſhall warp me from my Duty to my native 
Foreſt, nor from my Duty and Love to the 
Boar, elected to ſucceed the Goat, as being 


neareſt in Blood to our Sovereignty, next the 
Meſel, who had unwilely ſurrender'd our 
Choice, for an OY already repented 


of. ( Afide. 


Hor ſe. * not my aged Brother, and 3 


faithful Friend 


Goat. Such have I been ; and ſuch I ſhall | 


remain, while Life remains ; for are not the 


Intereſts of our Houſes blended by the Al- 


liance you honour'd me with in the Perſon 
of my immediate Heir? 


Horſe. Whoſe Roughneſs makes Wed- 
lock fit heavier on his Conſort than it ought. 


Brother, that moroſe Neglect of her 
ſhou'd be reproved by you 


Goat. Reproof to lavage Nature is vain. 


Do we not ourſelves feel that it is not to be 


forced ? 
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forced? Elſe why can't I love thoſe that had 
honour'd me with their Choice? Why do 
you not cheriſh thoſe willing Beaſts of the 
* Lion's Foreſt, that bow to your Nod and 
| 1 yield to your Will? „„ 
HHorſe. What elſe are they made for? 
> Pſhaw! that tipling Roarer is here. Let 
us leave him to his vain Conceits, and join 
our good Allies, the Bear, the Otter, and the 
Tigreſs, who attend our Coming to concert 
how we may turn the Tide of the Election 
on our Side. 
Goat. What matter how it run; whether 
with or againſt our Friend, ſince we deſign 
it only for a Bone to gnaw upon? Are 
not the Electors poor and needy, ſo may 
you feed and bend them to your Will, at 
Pleaſure. Tis but letting your truſty Mule, 
well loaded with Gifts, looſe upon them, 
as you do elſwhere, and you wind them to 
any Purpoſe; for why ſhou'd they be more 
abſtemious, or pretend to more Virtue than 
maore opulent Beaſts? But in the preſent 
7 Caſe, I don't ſee why their Suffrages may 
not be permitted to be ſporitaneous, as, let 
who will be their Choice, the Election will 
anſwer our Purpoſe of beginning the War. 
1 Horſe. And War and Flames thall rage all 
'; o'er the North, till the Boar and Monkey's 
big Schemes are o'er-turn'd.—It ſhall neter 
be, my ſecret Ally, that the Bear ſucceeds | 
2 thee, nor that the Money dim the Luſtre of | 
4 m_ 


TINT 
SW 
2 : 
TE 2 
. y 
4 { 0 N 
"4 I 
. 
+ 
DINE AA 
$4 * - © 
TB 
1 
n 
F 83 
+ SET 
? Ri ef 4 
NN 
55 5 o 
Ig 4 i} 
F. ee. 
OY 4 8 4 
ma. 
Fa INE 
2 5 ESTEY - 
LE OR: 
„ 
KEIL. 43:0 
75 2 1.49 . 4 
„ Le 
. N 
=& SE! 
>» 6 
r 
: 1% * $2 
; n 
3 „ 
; "oe x. 
. 
Ms 
* 
N 
A * 1 
4 N ** 
1 
0 a 
T4 
: 
. 
i * 
phe 
„ 
2 
ä 
& ; 
; 7 
* 


The SCENE Continues,  diſcaveri 1g the old 


in this approaching Conflict. — But no De- 


Ah! that Mule, that unnatural Clod, who 


the Paſture of the Horſe lies expoſed, and I 
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my Rays in this northern Hemiſphere. 
Forbid it Heaven, that I ſhou'd fit idle and 
ſuffer feebler Beaſts to execute Deſigns inju- 
rious to my Glory and Intereſt, while I can 
lure, or e'en command the Lim, with all 
his Force, to ſtand in the Breach, and bear 
all the Heat of the Day be pliant 


Pumbler advances, ——this Way. [Exeunt. 


eee tet get 2 


13 III. 
SCENE I. 


Lion, leaning to an Oak 7 ree. 


Lion. Vet might he have ſtaid to hear 
what I had to urge againſt my taking Share 


ference, of late, is ſhewn for my Opinion. 
Unaſk d, I am made Party to all the Quar- 
rels of the Foreſt ; and for the Purpoſe am 
ply'd with intoxicating Liquor, and my ſub- 
ject Beaſts cram'd with copious Hand —— 


ſchemes and executes the ruinous plan 
What are theſe northern Buſtles to me? My 
Foreſt lies far diſtant from the Scene; but 


mult forſooth, ml it with all my Might.— 
Fatal 


rand Connexion !—— Ah; ſtubborn Oak 
Staff of my Age, and Terror of my Foes, 
how great and powerful ſhou'd I be now, 
© had I always truſted to thee alone! (Graſps 
the Tree with both his Paws.) But; Oaf as I 


am, J muſt lead hoſtile Squadrons on diſtant 


Lands, turn my Back on my natural Intereſt, 
; and drop the various Uſes I was deſtin'd, by 
Nature, to make of this tough Wood. 
What is to be done? I am already worn 
down with Toils and Cares, —Cares fo- 
= reign to my Welfare, and availing only to 


7 an Intereſt ſeparate from mine; to the In- 


AM | tereſt of him that loves me not, or if he do, 


; * ill Uſage. Let me ſe j—A Whetp, they 
ſay, has lately travel'd from the South. 
4 b | Ada: my Life! the Bear and Tregreſs. 


SCENE II 
Enter the Bear and the Tigrels, 


J Bear. Well met, Lord Lion; this Lad y 
and I have ſought thee all the Morning, to 
1 Lion. Give me an Opportunity of teſtify- 


3 | ——Ladies, I am not fo old but 1 Cali—— 
Tigres. Tip pple 
Bear. Or Fumble, 5 ba 


3 ler and a Tipler? 
E Bear. 
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ing to you both the high Reſpect I bear you. 


Lion. Why then wou 0 you u ſeek 2 Fumb- 
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Bear. Marry, I think we might have 
ſpared the Labour ; but our worthy Friend, 


the Palfry, inſiſted we ſhou'd aſk thy Aid 


and Advice, in Form. 
Lion. A needleſs Ceremony . is 

well acquainted with my Modeſty, — or 

Fear, — (Aſide.) and knows I have had no 


Will of my own ſince I have had the Hap- 


pineſs of his Partnerſhip. 
Tigreſs. But it being whitperd that you 
diſapprove of this rifing northern Quarrel, 


Lion. Foes, I know none that I have — 
except the . (4/ide.) Nor Allies do I 


Want, in this Hemiſphere. —— 


TJigreſi. Pſhaw ! what matter thy Wants 
or Foes—— The white Seed has both, and 
it is thy Buſineſs to ſupply his Wants, and 
cruſh his Enemies 

Lion. And the Enemies of all his Friends, 
—Such indeed has been my Taſk, God help 
me, ſince my Connection with this Prancer. 


—_— — Ladies, where 1s the Conſcience 
of obliging me, that am almoſt on my laſt 


Legs, to ſcramble and quarrel ſo far from my 
home, for Purpoſes foreign to my Intereſt, 
and relative only to you that reſide herea- 


bouts ?. 
”; nw 


and are averſe to being a Party, 'tis judg'd 
neceſſary that you ſhou'd make public De- 
claration of the contrary, in order to intimi- 
date the Foe, and keep our Allies ſteddy. 
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Tigreſs, Nay, nay; if you turn Preacher, 


tis time to leave you.— 


Bear. Lud, how he ſtares! JI cou'd not 
believe, till now, that he drank of a Morn- 


Ing. —— But look to it, my Lord; publickly 


declare in our favour, and aid as with the 


whole Remains of thy Strength, or 
Lion. I may expect you'll play the Help 


7 upon me, as Reynard did lately.—— 


Bear. And with more Succeſs, perhaps. 


Lock to it, I lay ; and ſo your Servant. 


„„ 
Tigreſs. Look to it, indeed, Mr. Lion; if 
you bring us upon 408 you are undone. 
5 Exit. 
Lion. Bring you upon me ! What are you, 
and a thouſand ſuch, to me, if I truſt to my 
firm Oaks and native Strength? ——How 
ſcanty is the Meaſure of my Freedom; how 


hard my Condition! If I don't agree to ruin 


myſelf at every Turn, and waſte my Strength 
in Conflicts that affect me no more than 
Broils in the Moon, I am threaten'd with 
the Mhelp. But who, or what 1s this 


* MHYhelp, that I ſhou'd be thus in continual 


Frights about his Viſits ? —Is he not Fleſh 
and Blood like myſelf; and faſhioned like 
me.——But mum,—the Pa/fry and Mule | 
are 1n hearing, and advance this Way ;—— 
I'll avoid them, as doubting their Deſign to. 
lure or bully me into this northern Confe- 


deracy = [ Exit. 
E 2 SCENE 


. — — a 
- 
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SCENE u. 


Horſe. No more,. Excuſes are vain, —« 


Doſt thou think I truſted the Reins to thee 


and thy B——, the Dromedary, but for 


the Purpoſe of ſilencing that roaring Dolt, 


and making him couch at my Beck, and lick 
my Spittle? Vet you hear how inſolently he 
has treated my beſt Friends and Allies, who 


only aſk'd him to declare openly in favour 


of our Confederacy. 
Mule. I ſtand corrected, my good Lord.— 
Horſe. Tell me not of Correction, or Sor- 
row, when Time is not to be o' ertaxen.— 


My Allies are affronted, and vou ſhall an- 
ſwer for the Contumely offered to them. - 9 


Your Predeceſſor made this Lion dembie at 
my Voice. 

Mule. Take him then, as once before, 
and ſee how long he ſhall ſtand his Ground. 


Here is ſuch a Fuſs about a Foregoer.— 
What did, or cou'd he, that my B— and 
I have not done, and more * See we not | 

fed the Grumblers with Offals, and filenc'd © 


them, —at their Own Expence too? Did we 


not load the Beaſts of our Foreſt beyond 


their Strength, the better to humble them, 
and carry on an unequal War ? And have 
they dared to murmur at the End we have 


raid oy fit to put to it, tho” it anſwer'd no 


Furpaſe of the big Expence ? Have we not 
all 
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all we aſk, without account; and is there a 
diſſenting Whiſper heard in our Aſſemblies? 
Have we not taken off the public Attention 
from unjuſtifiable Meaſures, by introducing 

and countenancing Sports and Paſtimes ? 

Nay, have we not fo far encourag'd the 
profligate and looſe Believers, as to put the 
Virtuous and Orthodox out of Countenance ? 
And have we not reduc'd Corruption to a 
Science? But to ſum up our Services at once, 
who but the Mule and Dromedary had gain 
= Reynard's Servants to abandon the Whelp in | 
his late Attempt? And let me add, who fo 
well as we cou'd have turn'd the doubtful 

Scale, when a Feather might have inclin'd 
the Beam? But my Predeceſſor is the better 
Man, — ſo he may for nm. Exit 

= Horſ. It may not be. — He is reſtive and 
reſenting; and ſhould he cabal againſt me, 

he might perplex my Affairs beyond Mea- 


ſure, I'll follow, and ſooth him into Tem- 
per for the preſent: His Influence is ſwolen | 


too high for me to attempt taking him 
down at once. But let me put a fair End 
to theſe northern Broils, and ſee if I don't 
remember his Treatment of me. — Ah! 


this help, how he marrs my Purpoſes, and 
is the Engine of all who wou'd thwart my 
Humour or Deſigns— But, or he ſhall 
Le LE Ran IE.. 


SCENE 
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SCENE IV. 


me the Monkey, as deſcending from a 
ſpreads ng Tree, 


Monkey. What wou'd he to the hapleſs 
IWhelb ?——Let me gueſs, and avert the Dan- 
ger by my early Care. Wou'd my ſquea- 


miſh Siſter bend to my Deſires, or rather, 
wou'd my more ſqueamiſh Mother yield, 


then might I wreak my Vengeance on the 
proud Steed, fet him at Defiance, and 


level him to what he was. — But this Bi- 
gotiſm, this religious Bigotiſm, the ſtiffeſt 


of any, ſtands in my way to revenge. 


Yet where, among us Rulers, is there any 
Religion but that dictated by Convenience? 
Does not my Neighbour, the 4s, ſquare hiz 
to it? And does not the Palfry himſelf hold 


by Wiſdom's Clue in this reſpect? Why 
then ſhou'd the Females of my Family, ſuſ- 


pect the diſcerning help of more bigotted 


Teal than others? —But they are of a Sex 
that weakly ſubje& the Will to Error and 


Miſtake? Vet one among them, my fa- 


vourite Siſter, the Leopardeſs, riſes in Diſ- 
cerment and Firmneſs of Mind above her 


Sex. And well that ſhe does, and ſeconds 
my Views in undermining the deep Schemes 


of the Goat, who, old as he is, when tu- | 


tor'd and ſapported by the Horſe, might marr 
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my Purpoſes, without the Counter poize of 
my Siſter's more fertile Brain.— She has won 


the Badger to my Deſigns; the ſage and 


ſteady Counſellor, on whoſe Conduct I re- 


poſe for keeping the Beaſts of his native Fo- 


reſt firm in their Allegiance to the Boar, 


and his Offspring by my Siſter, — See, he 


is here to my Wiſh. — 
SCENE V. 


Enter à Badger, 


Welcome to my Breaſt, thou ſteddieſt Friend 
and wiſeſt Counſellor. (Embraces.) How 


ſtand Aﬀairs now ; I am but juſt arrived, 


and want Information: Yet late as I arriv'd, 


I was Witneſs of a Scene between the Steed, 


and his Mule, which might be improv'd to 
Advantage, — I wiſh you had been here.— 


Baag. Your Lordſhip ſuppoſes I cou'd 


widen the Breach. But, on Reflection, you 


will think otherwiſe. They are too neceſſa- 
ry to each other to hold dudgeon long. They 
bear no good Will to one another, yet they 
will not break. Where can the Maſter find 


a Servant more ſubſervient to his Views of 


adding to his own Strength and weakening 
the Lion; or where can the Servant find a 
Maſter more pliant to his Sullenneſs and 
ready to enlarge his Power? No my Lord, 


the Palfry may fling and rear, but he will 


bend; 


il 
' 
| 
: 
| 
: 


one another's Hand. 
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bend; and the Mule, in return, ſhall waſte 
all the Subſtance of the Lion to advance the KR 
private Purpoſes of the Steed. 

Monkey. They play then the Game into 


Badg. So have all "the Steed's Meniale 
fince he has aflociated with the Lion; and 


ſo will, and muſt they all, while the Aﬀſo- 


ciation holds. — _ 

Monk. And ſhort lived it ſhall be, if my 
Purpoſe hold, 

Bade. That, that, my Lord, ſhou'd be 
the Goal in View, there hinge all our 
future Hopes; ſtrip your Foes of the 
Lion's Aid; take from them the Power and 


Influence of that Lord of Beaſts, and you 
may ſkip and fritk on their broad Backs at | 
will. 


Monk. Ah, this il|-ſeaſon'd religious 
Qualm.— | 

3 It may be a Qualm with your Siſ- 

; ſhes green and prejudiced : But with 
_ Mother, —— 

Monk, There may be Corruption among 
her Confidents ; I believe there is; for Cor- 
ruption 1s the Steed's beſt and general Staff: 
And there may be a Mixture of the Leven of 
Tenderneſs for a Brother's Houſe. —But I 


have form'd a Scheme, which will no leſs 
anſwer our Purpoſe, ſhou'd my Mother and 
| Siſter be wayward ſtill, —-The white fleecy 

Exe, has fair Poſleſſions, Is well ally'd, has 
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been ſounded, and yields; as what Maiden 
wou'd not yield to ſuch a Suitor. 

Badg. Already is it whiſper'd, that the 
youthful Suitor 1s arriv d in this Foreſt, or 
near, 

Monk. He 83 has the Wie 
had Audience of the Ewe; and I have con- 


x triv'd that my Siſter ſhould be Witneſs of 


the amorous Parley. No Incentive o 
powerful in Female Breaſts as Jealouſy— 


I might urge Obedience to my Will ; but 


ill wou'd it ſuit with Nature, or Reiten 8 


Laws, to force a Maiden Siſter's Love, or | 


thwart a Mother, 
Badg. Why had not wider Foreſts ſuch 


a Lord; rather, why was any other in this 


nether World ? —— My Lord, Admiration 
widens as you ſpeak, and ill it ſpreads on 
Reflection of your Deeds.— — 


Monk. From thee, my Friend, could 


ought but naked Ty be expected. — 
Badg. My Lord, in Juſtice to yourſelf 
and me, think not 11 wou'd bend to be one 


of thoſe. baſe, low, fawning Sycophants 
which ply about the Great. My paſt Con- 


duct, which has gain d me your Eſteem, 


has, I hope, ſet "op Sincerity beyond. Sul⸗ 


picion. 


Monk. I own it, my Friend; yet are not 
Praiſe and Encomium no Cordials to my 


Mind; I would keep on my Courle With 


f dein 


— — 2 — — Wa, ores hacks; 
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out hearing either, and be fatisfy'd with 


having done my Duty. 
Badg. So, it Fame ſpeak Truth, would 


the help you take under your Protection. 


Monk. If Intereſt did not bend me to him, 
his Virtues wou'd—— So high they ſounded 


before I ſaw him, that no Chalk or Cynder- 
eater's longing was highet then mine : But, 


my faithful Badger, fince I have convers'd, 


and ſearch'd all the Receſſes of his copious 
Mind; ſince IJ have prov'd his Excellence, 


he has made intire Conqueſt of my Heart. 


Ehen his Figure is ſo perfect, ſo engag- 


ing, and he has ſuch a well proportion'd 


Mixture in his Countenance, of Awe and | 
. Condeſcention, that he exacts at once, | 


Love and Reſpect. —— If once my Siſter 


know him, or ſhe has a Heart compos'd 
of Flint and Ice, or he will put her prudiſh 


Bigotiſm to Flight. 


Badg. In what Attitude ſtands the per- 
fect Youth in Reynard's Eye? Does he 
forgive his unhoſpitable Hoſt ? or does the 
| latter o'erlook the Stain fixt on his Fame 
by the Yhebp's Steddineſs ? 
Monk. The Breach is wide beyond a 


Poſſibility of being repair'd ; and ſuch I 
wou'd have it ever be. For, my Friend, 


tho' Neceſſity bend me to Reynard's Alli- 
ance, I am an Enemy to his Craft and Am- 
bition; and if I can take down the Pal/fry's 


N ide, 
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Pride, and ſecure your Lord, the Boar, 
againſt the Incroachments of the Bear, you 
ſhall ſee the Effects of thoſe deep Deſigns 
J had long meditated in my buſy Mind. 
> Badg. Such as I had heard your Siſter, 
the die cerning Leopardeſs, my beloved Lady, 
ſuggeſt. A tripple League, twixt you, the 
Boar, my Maſter, and the J/heſp, 
Monk, Wou'd keep the rangling, ambi- 
tious Rulers of the Foreſt within the Bounds 
chalk'd qut to Beaſts by Reaſon and Virtue. 
Badg. Alas! My Lord; how ſeldom are 
either conſulted by modern Rulers; and 
where we find they are, can it be wonder'd, 
that we ſhou'd pay Adoration as to a Demi- 
4 God? —— Let me not be thought a Flat- 
terer, my Lord, if I ſay, that your Lord- 
ip is the only Chief of the Foreſt that 
claims the publick Worſhip, The Whelp 
promiſes faireſt to copy your Deeds ; nor 
do I doubt, if e're he come to rule, but, 
like you, his firſt Care will be to make his 
| own Vaſſals happy; and next, that Bliſs 
and Equality \ generally o're the 
| Foreſt, | 
| Monk, Ah, my Friend | Is it not ſtrange 
| that Rulers ſhould forget the very Ends for 
which Heav'n had aſſign'd them Power? 
Can they forget that true Glory reſults. 
only from the Communication of Happi- 
neſs to others. How groſs the Folly of 
Ithoſe ancient Tyrants, we hear of, who 
F 2 voainly 
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vainly thought to eſtabliſh Fame, or find 
preſent Delight, in tormenting thoſe under 


their Command! How weak, how wicked 


is the Conduct of moſt of our modern 
Rulers, towards their Vaſſals and Neigh- 
bours | Reynard's Dependents are Slaves, 
and his ambitious Thirſt urges him to di 
ſtreſs all around him. Long had the An- 
ceſtors of the fierce Tygreſs, who inherits 
all their Haughtineſs and Ambition, dealt 
around the Weight of their Cunning and 
Power. And fill, as heretofore, are the 
numerous Vaſſals of the Bear, as ignorant 
of Bliſs, or Freedom, as of Knowledge. 
Even in the ſecluded Foreſt of the Lion, 
where Liberty and Happineſs dwelt to- 
gether in mutual Love for Ages paſt, there 


now remains but the Shadow of the Firſt, 
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and all that is known there of the latter, is 


imaginary, Arts imported thither from this : 


Neighbourhood, and fell Corruption, found- | 
ed by thoſe Arts, have quite ſapp'd the old | 
Fabrick, on which the Rights of that fair | 
Foreſt reſted, But if I ſucceed in my De- | 


ſigns, all ſhall be well there again. — Yet, 


let me aſk, what was your Converſe with | 


the Mule? Did he propoſe the winding up 
this Bottom in Peace, by urging the Bear to 
adhere to her Settlement on the Weſel, and : 


to dropping a Scheme that muſt publiſh | 


her own Infamy | ? 
$37 Bad 
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Badg. Propoſals founded on Equity and 
Prudence, from the Mule ! — No, my 
Lord, the late Practice of his Foreſt, wears 
quite another hue, He came loaded with 
Gifts, and bid me chuſe, or take all his 
Cargo, ſo I wou'd but betray you and my 
Maſter, the Boar.— Lou are the Eye-ſore 
there my Lord; and you or the Palf;y 


muſt ſink in Power; for in this Hemiſphere, 


two ſuch Suns muſt not together thoot forth 


Beams of Light. 


Monk. I'll illumine this a World 
alone, or die in the Attempt. The Horſe 
has won the Otter to the Confederate Cauſe, 


— undifcerning Animal! who, if the * 


ſhou'd ſucceed, in forcing back the Meſel 
to your native Foreſt, in Prejudice to the 
Boar and my Siſter's Rights, wou'd become 
her Footſtool — 


Badg. As all the puny Chiefs of theſe 


northern Foreſts neceſſarily muſt. But the 


Horſe deals out all the Treaſures of the Lion 
to win the Neighbourhood ; and the Beetles 
don't, or wont ſee, that 9 are blended 
with his Gifts. Even the Dealer himſelf, 
the Bribing Pa Itry, does not ſee his own 
diſtant Danger in the Inlargement of the 


Bear's Influence. 


Menk. Had he been able to ſee beyond his 
Noſtrils, wou'd he have treated me as he 


has done for - Years paſt? —— But pale 
Envy. — 


Eadg. 
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Badg. And Ambition, my Lord; and a 
meaner ” Paſſion ſtill.— 
Monk, Ah! that grovelling Love of Pelf, 
which, thank Heav'n, I am unacquainted 
with.—Is not that the Bear ſcrambling up 
on aged Oak, to ſcoop out Honey from its 
Hallows for her two Cubs, who fit gaping 
at its Foot ? „„ 
Badg. The fame, The brauny Bull is 
near, as likewiſe her favourite Counſellor, 
the olf; who, if I miſtake not, has 
Views foreign to his Miſtreſs's Intent. 
Monk. You and I judge of that Beaſt 
alike, —= What wou'd you think of pro- 
moting his Scheme in Favour of the Cub of 
the elder Branch, without his knowing our 
Deſign? Could we fairly lay the Foun- 
— we might build as we pleas'd upon 
1 it The Bear, and her Train come for- 
1 ward; let us retire, to ſow ſuch Seed as 
1 ſhall anon ſhoot forth a plenteous Harveſt 
„ Crop, | [Exeunt. 


ACT [| 
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SCENE I. 


A ballow Way between two Hills, cover d 
ö with Trees. 


Enter the Fox, met by a Boar Cat. 


Fox. Whither in ſuch Haſte, my Coun- 
ſellor ? Who has met thee to put thee in ſo 
great a Panic? — So out of Breath as to be 
unable to ſpeak, - 255 

Cat. Well may I ſhiver to meet him, 
whole Preſence I leaſt can bear. 

Fox. A Coward! — a Lion fears a Corb, 
as the Mouſe does the Cat, and the Hare 
does the Hound; but. .— — 5 

Cat. I fay, a Cock fears the Lion; and 
was you in my Place, wou'd ſcamper as I 
did from him that carried Terror in his 
Looks. 8 _—— 

Fox. Who, the Bear, than whom I know 
no Beaſt more ugly and grim?  _ 

Cat. So has your Lordſhip Reaſon to 
think her, that had been twice put into Fits 
at her Approach. But the Beaſt, whoſe 
Sight had thus thin'd my Blood to Water, 
was once the meekeſt of the Foreſt, and 
eaſieſt of Acceſs. But ſince you were per- 
ſwaded to treat him as a Criminal, he 

| darts 
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darts ſuch Fire from his rolling Eyes, as 


wou'd frighten all thoſe imprudent Coun- 


ſellors that had urg d you to Inhoſpital- 
ly: 

Fox. The young Lion. — Dut, or you 
dream, or ſome northern Sorcereſs has rais'd 
a Phantom to play on your Weakneſs. Far 


South is the Whelp's Abode ; far hence we left 
him at our ſetting out. He can't have 


reach'd theſe northern Regions ſo ſoon ; _ 

or if he cou'd, what ſhould he hape for 

by riſquing the long perilous Journey? — 
Cat. To find more Truth, Honour, and 


Friendſhip than in our ſouthern Ohmmes: . 


Pray Heav'n, my Lord, you repent you 
not for the Exceſs of your Complaiſance for 


the Palfry, who had gain'd thoſe Servants 


that had adviſed you to ſo flagrant a Breach 
of Honour and Friendſhip's Laws. 

Fox. I yielded too eaſily, and repine ; 
but how can the help have the Power to 
oblige me to Repentance ? 

Cat. By cauſing Union among the Beaſts 
of the ſecluded Foreſt, which wilt happen 


| ſhou'd he ever get firm F ooting there. 


Fox. But how ſhou'd he get thither ? 
Cat. The Beaſts themſelves may come to 


reflect; or your Allies here, may think his 


ee the ſurer oy nearer Path to 
Succeſs, — If they cou'd take off the Lion 


and Horſe, the Bear, the Tygreſs, and the 


Otter, the other Confederates, and even the 
Ah, 


his 


ion 
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: ß, ſecretly in their Intereſt, muſt ſoon 


give way to the Monkey and the Boar. 
Fox. Chimeras all, the Reſult of a trou- 
bled Brain thou haſt been rIghted, and 


all you ſee are Windmills. 


Cat. You'll change your Note, when you 


ſhall ſee the Mpelp ally'd to the Monkey, or 


wedded to a Bride of his Chuſing: And 


even now runs a Whiſper throughout the 
Foreſt, that either has, or will ſoon take 
Place. The Ah, I'm told, already trembles 


at the Conſequence of his matching with 
the fleecy Ewe; nor has the Paijry leſs 
Reaſon, ſhou'd the fair Hind fall to his Lot. 


In either Caſe, he may have the Power to 
retaliate your laſt Favour. 


Fox. A Tumult already riſes in my Preaſt ; 
and a thouſand Dangers have rack'd my 
Brain. —— What's to be done? Fly to 


the Palfry, acquaint him with the Immi- 


nency of his Danger ; and tell him he ſhall 
command my ſecret Aid to render the big 
Project abortive. I cannot openly aſſiſt a- 
gainſt the J/help, ſhou'd the Monkey and 
Boar openly eſpouſe him; but aſſure him, 
that. I ſhall obliquely obſtruct his Meaſures 


with all my Might. 


Cat. So near are ſome Beaſts in Temper, 
to the vile Nature of Man, that they are 
fure to become Enemies to thoſe they ſtand 
molt indebted to, when in no Plight to add 


to the Obligation, -— Thus it is with my 


6 Lord 5 
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Lord ; the Whelp was his beſt Ally in time 


of Need, but he wants his Aid no more ; 
nor did he, cou'd he be now of Service to 
him, —— IAlde. 
Fox. Thou art penſive, my Counſellor; 


what wou'd you adviſe? Give eaſe to my 
labouring Soul, by pointing out how I may 


impede theſe Meaſures in favour of the 
Mbelp; for ſhou'd his Alliance with either 


ſucceed, I (hall not reckon myſelf ſafe in 
my Capital. NEON 


Cat. That Capital whence you drove him 
to your 
Fox. Diſhonour; I know you wou'd have 
faid ſo— but ! forgive thee ;—the Thing is 
now paſt recall ; therefore let us remember 
only how to prevent its Conſequences. 

Cat. Already is Fortune propitious ; both 
the Ladies are in View, the fair Hind, and 
the fleecy Exe, and advance towards us. 
You are fair ſpoken, and are an Adept in 
low Bows and Cringes; and Fame loud- 
ly trumpets your Subtilty and Addreſs. Ac- 
colt the fair ones, and, if inclin'd, turn their 


Hearts from the Object you ſo much hate 


and dread. 
Fox. Tl weigh your Advice in my Mind's 
Scale awhile; and in the Interim, let us 
withdraw and liſten, perhaps we ſhall find, 
by their Diſcourſe, that any Perſuaſive of 
mint is ne. dess. [Excunt. 


SCENE 
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SCENE II. 
Enter the Hind, and the Ewe, as if . 


Ewe. Fortune has ſet you before me in 
Rank, but 1 yield not to thee in Blood or 


Beauty ; and in Poſſeſſions you muſt yield 
to me, 


Hind. To Fe K nowꝰſt thou not, that 
by me he may get Poſſeſſion of the ſecluded : 


| Foreſt, the faireſt in the World. 


Ewe. And by me, he bids fair for ſuc- 
ceeding to the 4s, in this wide Foreſt, 
where once his great Grand-Sire rul'd with 
Applauſe, that rung round the Globe. —— 


But Love, not Intereſt, is the Biaſs to his 


- generous Soul ; and by that, am willing to 
abide. 


Hind. Vet you wou'd not truſt to his Ge- 


nerofity ; but play'd all the wanton Engines 


of your Eyes upon him.——Oh, how eager- 


ly did you empty your Quiver, and ſhot all 
your Arrows to wound that Heart, which 


now you pretend to leave ſpontaneous ! 


Ewe. Not more eagerly than your Lady- 


| ſhip, when your Cheeks glow'd with the 


amorous Flame, and Sighs roſe tumultuous 


in your heaving Breaſt. 


Hind. 1 deny not the Czleſtial Fire; for 


who would not ſeek to ingroſs that generous 
Heart © ? 


44 The Northern Election; Or, 

Ewe, And can you hope to poſſeſs it, that 
had ſo oft rejected his proffer'd Love? 5 

Hind; I then knew not his perſonal 
Worth, and was prejudic'd without Reflec- 
tion. 

Ewe. And mall he not, on Reflection, 
yield to her who generouſly yielded to the 
firſt Suit in his Favour by Reynard's Con- 
ſort, his Couſin and mine? 

Fox. 'Sdeath ! my Wife turn'd Match- 
maker for him!-——(Afde to the Badger, 
both peeping from behind a Rock.) 

Hind. Yield to thee |! What, becauſe 
of the ragged Fleece that covers the Beauties 
of thy Shape. To be ſure he muſt fall in 
Love with thoſe nimble Limbs that can ſo 
well ſecure you from a purſuing Raviſher.— 
O, yes, by all Means, the help can't but 
yield to a Phiz, with ſo great Meaning in't 
as YOUrs,—— 

Ewe, Madam, if my Feet been't as nim- 
ble as yours, nor my Face as coquettiſh, 
my Mind is as chafte, and my Heart as ho- 
neſt ; and I have the Advantage of a Fleece, 
Which 1 annually yield to warm and deck 
the Sons of Men. 

Hund. And is it hence that 3 you arrogate 
Superiority ? Is it for cloathing perfidious 
Man that you take State and Pride upon 
you ? —Silly Creature! Art not thou his 
daily Victim? Does he not Lord it o'er all 
the Beaſts of the Foreſt, tho' he be more 


worthletz 


NES T nn + 6; ' 48 


worthleſs than the Meaneſt there ? Are not 
his Paſſions Keener, his Senſes leſs perfect, 
and his Gratitude and Truth below that of 
the Cat or Fox ?-—To worry and deſtroy 

the vile Creature were meritorious, but to 
cloath and cheriſh him. Heav'ns! doſt 
thou think to pave thy Way to the Mpelp's 

Affection, by dealing out annually thy Fa- 
vours to his worſt Enemies? Has he not been 

hunted by lawleſs Man. — 

Ewe. And by Beaſts too, where has 
he found Harbour before I found him Shel- 
ter, by the Power of Relations, whom the 
Ajs dare not queſtion for their Deeds, We 
own him for a Chief; but a pageant Chief, 
whoſe Teeth we draw at + RF 

Hind. As you wou'd the Whelp” s was he 
in your Toils.— 

Ewe. Perhaps not, Madam; we might 
uſe him as politely as your bach for all 
your courtly Education. — ha, ha! 

Hind. It had been well for 8 
that ſhe had known ſomewhat of a courtly 
Education, ha, ha She wou'd have made 
the fitter Conſort for a young lordly Lion. 
Ewe, Madam, the Cap fits not here.— 
Hind. Oh by no Means—ha, ha! the 
poliſh'd Ewe was bred up in the politeſt 

Courts of the Foreſt, and ſhews it by her 
Air, her Port, and Elegance of her Taſte, 
ha, ha! 

Ewe, 
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Ewe. Is it then the Faſhion of Courts to 
banter and inſult ?!— You ſhall know, Ma- 
dam.——( As ſhe ſlamps with her Foot, the 
Fox and the Cat come forward.) 


SCENE UW. 


Fox. Ladies, I conjure you to moderate 
pour Reſentment.—lll it wou'd become 
Beaſts of your Rank, the Pride of all the 
Foreſt, to grow ſo in Wrath as to give one 
another the Language of the Rabble.— 
Beſides, the Cauſe of your Feud is worth- 
leſs, and far below your Notice I have 
Oer heard your Diſcourſe, and judge the 
itenerant Mhelp below your Notice, and 
unworthy your Care. — 1 
Hind. What, becauſe you thought him 
unworthy yours? 
Ewe. Hoſpitable Reynard]! Was you jea- 
lous that he ſhou'd delude your Daughters, 
the Faireſt of the Fair, ha, ha! 
Hind. Or was you afraid he ſhou'd out- 
ſhine all the Fools of your own Blood ? 
Fox. Truce, fair Ladies.— 
Ewe. With one of neither Honour, nor 
Wartime - - 
Hind. Nor Senſe—never,—thou art 
already the Scorn of the F oreſt, and will 
ſtand recorded in Story for thy Miſdeeds— 


Why did you invite the generous Youth to 
thy 
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thy treacherous Court? was it to facrilice 
him the firſt Opportunity ? 


Ewe. Was it firſt to frighten the Paſſry, 


and then to bind him in ſilken Cords ? 
Well has Nature ſtamp'd Falſhood on thy 
crafty Phiz.— Come, fair Rival, let us 
quit ſo hateful an Object, to meet the 


_ wrong'd, glorious Youth, and leave to him 
the Deciſion of our Claims, 


Hind. So let it be; and let the propitious . 
Lot fall where it will, let our Friendſhip 
{till be unſever'd ; let the Union be firm to 


puniſh that baſe, ungenerous Fox. 


Exeunt Hind and Ewe. 
Cat. My Maſter has the Sting, or the 


D—1's in't. — ( Aſde.) You are thought- 


ful, my Lord ; — Is not your Lordthip 

well; 

Fox. Yes ; but thoſe Wenclier 
Cat. Make thee e wy de. 
Fox. I can't with Patience, fee that JYVbe!p 

riſing, while I myſelf fink in Eſteem. —- 

Curs'd be the Concubine, and thoſe corrupt- 

ed Counſellors ;—yet rather curs'd be my 


. own Weakneſs that TWINS. to the fatal 
Council! 


Cat. I was ever againſt that Violence, — 


but {till you may recall..—— 
Fox. How? I wou'd give the World I 
cou'd recall the unhoſpitable Act, and be 


ſet right in the Opinion of the Inhabirants 


of the Foreſt, But that is impoſſible, ——— 


Cas. 


| 
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Cat. Vet is it not fo, to atone to the help, 


Who alone was injured. 


Fox. 1 cannot fee him..— 
Cat. But may aid him, — 
Fox. What, to repay my Perfidy Falſe 


Policy indeed, it wou'd be to empower an 


Enemy to take his Revenge. — The Hpelp 


can ne' er forgive me, nor can I ever look 


on him with Friendſhip" s Eye; therefore 


this Match—'tis not to be done, I ſee, by 


here let all Thoughts of Reconciliation 
ceaſe. Be it henceforth my Buſineſs to 
thwart his Deſigns - and firſt let me obſtruct 


Attempts on the Maidens, who are no leſs 


enamoured than my favourite Daughter 
was. But the Monkey may be lured from 


any Engagements he may have contracted 
with the help; and ſome he has, or the 
errant Youth had not ventured thus far 


North. —Intereſt is the Bait to cover the 


SCENE Iv. 


The Summit of a Hill, exploring the young Lion 
couched at the Foot of a Laurel Tree, © 


J. Lien. Far Weſt have 1 arduouſly ſought 
to cover my Temples with this ever- 
green, which now fortuitouſly o'er- ſhades 


INE 


Hook that holds my Ally, the Monkey, and 
I' throw it out to him in Plenty. Not a 
Moment is to be loſt. (Exit. 


* 
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me in this northern Clime; yet Fortune 
ſtill croſſed my Purpoſe; or was it not fell 
Corruption rather, and black Perfidy, which 


ſtill purſued me in baſe Reynard's Court ? Ol 


that Fortune wou'd once again give me ſuch 
another Chance! I ſhou'd thank and bend 
to her tor a Boon that ſhou'd enable me to 


wreak my Vengeance on the Fox.—But is 


this a Poſture fit to gather the Hero's Wreath, 
or to ſeek Revenge? (Riſes) Yet how did 
moſt of thoſe . of old, merit the 
glorious Appellation? Was it not by Rapine 


and Murder, by War and Devaſtation; by 


Acts of Crvelty, and by impoting Chains ; ; 
by Wrongs, and the Breach of Laws and 


Cuſtoms. —Far, far be it form me to acquire 


a Name by Ways ſo injurious to my Fellow- 
creatures. If Opportunity offer, rather let 
me acquire the Appellation of Hero, by 
Acts of Benevolence and Generolity ; by 


proweſs in juſt Wars, Humanity towards the 


_ vanquiſhed, by Equanimity of Mind in ei- 
| ther good or adverſe Fortune; by a ſtrict 


| Obſervance of Laws, and diffuſing general 
Happineſs where'er I happen to bear Sway,-- 


Such are my Deſires ; nor wou'd I be great 
or powerful on other Conditions. But alas! 
wherefore do I dream of Power and Great- 


neſs that am ſtill purſued by adverſe For- 


tune Reynard is my Foe, becauſe he's 
ſure I cannot be his Friend, and moves all 
the Beaſts in this 3 Foreſt to my 


6 undoing . 
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undoing. Even in my Love does he At- 
tempt to croſs me. My Love! ah! where 
ſhall I place it? The fair ones both hold 
my Heart in Suſpence. Equally fair, gene- 
rous, high born, and good! ah! to whom 
ſhall I bend ?—The Hind is fair, chearful, 
and gay, as a May-Day Morn ; nor 1s the 


Winter's Snow whiter than the fleecy Ewe, 


nor yet acallow Deve more innocent. Great 
and firm Souls animate them both; and 


Reaſon's ſound Dictates guide their Condut, - 


— The Charmers both have yielded to my 
Decifion—Oh |! there lies the Danger,—If 


to the Ewe I bend, who holds preſent fair 


Poſſeſſions, where 1 might find future Reſt, 


| Iturn the Hind's Reſentment upon me; and 
perhaps her Brother's too: And ſhou'd 1 


yield to her, to the Hind, and her Brother 


 ſhou'd be wiaw's from me by the Bribes 


and Artifice of my open and ſecret Ene- 


 mites.—I am loſt in Thought, yet muſt re- 


ſolve, for anon am to pronounce my Choice. 


- ut ſee the gallant Talbot, the Hero of the 


preſent Age, whoſe Strength, and addreſs 


in War, rais'd high the Credit of the per- 


fidious B. —He comes; my Friend comes 
* to my Aid, — é 
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SCENE V. 


Enter the Talbot. 
| Welcome, thou only generous and ſin- 
cere Courtier at Reynard's Court; welcome, 
to give Counſel to thy Friend in need. 
Talbot. Nor Counſel, nor ought in the 


narrow Circle of my Power, ſhall thou ever 


ſtand in need of. 


Z. Lion. I know it well, and thank thee, 


from my Soul. — And Thanks, my Warrior, 


are all the lean Returns I can make thee 


for thy good Will. But Time and Virtue, 
may bring forth Fruits unthought of. — 
Here am I, at preſent, caught in the La- 
byrinth of Cares,— 

Talbot. J know it, and have ſought thee 
out to ſhare them with thee. —As yet ſuſ- 
pend the Deciſion; nor can the fair ones 
repine at the Delay, ſince to each it may 
turn to account. I have already gain'd 
their Conſent, and am commiſſioned from 


both, to defire you wou'd warily guard 


'gainſt Reynard s Wiles. 

Y. Lion. Generous Beauties! Vet, my 
Friend, how is it that the Fox fo ardently 
ſeeks my Undoing ?—Shou'd he be able to 
wean the Monkey from me, I am loſt, 

Talbot. Fear it not—if 1 ken the Mon- 


keys Scheme, he deſigns hereafter to pare 
fo Is 333 3 
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as well Reynard's, as the Bear and Tygreſs's 
Nails, by your Means; nor can he hope 
to pei tet the gloĩ ious Plan, but by holding 
firmly by thee, and ſettling thee to thy 
Mind. Iis by his Directons that I adviſe 
ſuſpending the Deciſion 'twixt the inamour'd 
Fair. The Hind, his Siſter, he withes 
you, but his Dam obſtructs his Purpoſe : 
Yet that Let may be removed ; but till he 
has brought his other Schemes to tally with 
his Mind, he poſtpones uſing his Autho- 
rity.——Ah! my lord, did you know 8 
wide Compaſs of the Monkey 's Plan, 
wou'd be charm'd to find another 3 
like your own, that pants to reſtore the 
golden Age of Plenty, Freedom, and gene- 
ral Happineſß. — He thinks to ſet me up a 
Competitor in the Election of To-morrow. 
A mock Election, ſerving the purpoſes 
of the Bear, to kindle the meditated War. 
—— But, or the Game will be bungled, or 
the will repent her Efforts to unhinge the 
Boar.— A mighty Scene, my Lord, is at 
Hand, which I'll unfold to thee as we walk 
to join the Monkey, who prays your imme- 
diate Preſence. Exit. 


48 
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ACT V. 
SCENE L 

A Lawn on the Edge of a Wd. 


Enter tbe Mule, loaded with Bags and Baſkets. 
Mule. Here let me ſet down my Burthen, 


my corrupting Cargo. —-S'fleſh ! what 


puling Rogues are theſe, that know not 
half their Trade. For Electors to make 
the Giver wait, ſhews they know nothing 


of their Buſineſs !——duppoſe my Mind 


change, and I ſhou'd return with my Load. 
hut forſooth, they muſt be pray'd and 
ſooth'd to fell their Suffrages. A Pox o? 


their Squeamiſhneſs! Let them come and 


learn of our Electors in the ſecluded Foreſt, 
there I needed not thus wait for the 
gaping Cormorants, who wou'd have been 
at the Render vou before me; but theſe 
are freſh Beaſts, Novices in the Trade of 
Vote-ſelling. — Oh, they are here. 


SCENE: II. 
Enter a Multitude of Hares, Rabbits, Rats, 
Mice, and various other Quadrupeds; a- 
mong hom, the Mule divides his Load of 


Proviſions, affiening to each the Sort and 


Proportion agreed upon: After which a 
Rat of the H Breed, advances to ha- 
rangue the common Benefaftor. E 


Rat. Mak faithful Counſellor of the moſt 
potent 
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potent Lord, the generous Steed, permit 
me, in the Name of theſe my Companions 
and Fellow-Electors, to return you Thanks 
for the Favours we receive. — Happy, thrice 
happy, are we to be ſo far the Care of fo 


mighty a Lord, as to ſend us his firſt Mini- 


fer, to mind us of the Duty we owe to 
Conſcience and our Country. .— Otherwiſe 


_ did the neighbouring Bear in Times paſt, 


She named the Beaſt to be elected, and bad 
us chuſe him at our Peril. — But gentler far 


are thy Methods; nor ſhall we be behind 


Hand with thee in Courteſey.— (Here the 


Company ſet up a Shout, and encompaſing the 
Mule, danc d, or friſe d and ſrip'd about 


him for ſome Time, and retir'd.) 


Mule. Obſequious Beaſts! more ſo than 
any I have met with, conſidering the Scanti- 
neſs of my Munificence.— In far greater 


Plenty have I dealt out my Favours to fo- 
reign Beaſts, yet have I known none more 
grateful or tractable than theſe. Here comes 


the Growler, to rate me for my Prodigality 
according to uſual Cuſtom. l 


SCENE III. 
Enter the Lion. 


3 Unnatural Elf! when doeſt | thou 


| purpoſe to empty all my Stores Why 


will you multiply my Sorrows, but give the 
5 Tn Steed 
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Steed my All at once, that J may feel but 
one Ne Pang and die? Is there a Corner 
of the Globe, that rings not of thy Profuſe- 


neſs; or a Beaſt that walks to whom thou 
haſt not dealt out of my Stores? Thou haſt 


planted the Dromedary, thy youngeſt, my 
Store-keeper, 


Care to hurry me into a Conſumption. hin 


The Pajry indeed may think to find his 


Account in the Reduction of my Strength 


and Stores :—-He may think I might be leſs 


ſtubborn it reduc'd ; but, Ideot, what View 
can'ſt thou have to anſwer by my becoming 
feeble and indigent ? — Haſt thou no Bowels 


for Poſterity, but will render all that come 
after, Beggars and Slaves? Out upon thee 


for a Politician, to ſee no farther than thy 


Noſe; did you but ſee how the Multitude 


you had now repleniſh'd, ſneer'd and loll'd 
out their Tongues at thee, as they went 
hence, you wou'd bluſh at thy own Weak- 
neſs and Prodigality :-— What Buſinefs was 
it of yours to meddle in this Election? But, 
1 ſuppoſe, you wou'd keep your Hand in 
againſt our next weſtern general Conteſt, — 
If Bribery be neceſſary, why won't you let 


them have the Honour of it, that are con- 


cern'd in its Conſequence? But, thank you, 
I muſt be the Pack- Horſe of Europe; and 


ſuch, I may thank the Pay, I have been 

ſince my Acquaintance with him, is Si- 
; Jence 1 is an Indication of Remorſe,—I wiſh I 
may 


and you both take earneſt 
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may have made an Impreſſion. ¶ Aſide.) You 
are thoughtful, my — what are thy 
Cogitations? 
Mule. On thee, my Lord. 
Tion. How, on me? Have then, at laſt, 
my Expoſtulations ſunk into thy Mind ? 
Mule. Sunk into a Fiddle !——You tell 
me I can't ſee beyond my Noſe :——How 
much farther, pray, do you fee; or did you 
fee, when you contracted the Alliance, which 
Has and will render us all Mules and Drome- 
daries Away, my Lord, and waſte not 
your Breath in idle Talk Vou know my 
Bluntneſs, and ſo your Servant. — Here 
comes your Lord and mine, attended by his 
Confederates ;—T'll leave you to entertain 
them as you liſt . Exit. 


e 


Enter the Horſe, the Bear, the Tigreſs, and 
the Otter, 


Tigreſs. My Lord Lion, 1 hope you a” 
thought better on't, and are in better Hu- 


moar than when we laſt parted. 
Otter. I'll anſwer for his Lordſhip 8 Tem- 


— . 7 , ¾¼ . . IEI) = 


per and Paſſiveneſs. c 
Bear, So will less us! how he ſmells 
of Gia. 1 
Lion. Of the * you might better 4 


fay,— 


4 
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Leop. Marry! I do think he ſmells Wrong 
er than uſual. 

Lion. I do ſo, Madam, thank you all that 
contribute to the Doſe, ——- 
Bear. What does the Tippler mean? 
Have we reach'd you out any Liquor ? 

Lion. No ; but you have reach'd me out 
Parchments, Which make me mad. 
What have 1 to do with your Brangles here 
in the North? What is't to me which Way 
this Election, that ſtands me ſo dear, goes? 
——And pray, Madam, Bear, and you, Mr. 
Otter, what Buſineſs is't of yours to meddle 
with the Interior of the Goat's Foreſt ? Why 
mayn't its Inhabitants alter their Forms, if 
they liſt ?. And you, Lord Otter, if Neigh- 
bours had buſied themſelves with the In- 
terior of your Foreſt, in the laſt Century, 
ſbou'd your Anceſtor have lik'd it; or 


cou'd he have chang'd, to the preſent Form, 


if he had? And you, Lady Bear, look at 
home, and ſee that no Convulſon happens 
in your wide Foreſts, while you are Work- 
ing the Downfall of the Boar, whoſe Elec- 
tion you yourſelf acknowledged, and whom 
the Fox and the Mcatey are bound in Intereſt 
to ſupport. 

Tigreſs. Lud! what an Orator he is be- 
G 

Lion. Rather what a Beetle art thou be- 
come! Your Ladyſhip will excuſe my 
Plainneſs : — Mou egg on the War here in 


i the 
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the North, in hopes to recover back the 
Lawn which the Monkey had lately forced 
from you ; which Recovery however 1s leſs 
certain, than that the Fox will ſtrip you of 
all that fairer unfenc'd Lawn, which he late- 
ly reſtor'd to you, ſhou'd the northern Con- 
teſt prove doubtful, or too hard for his Al- 
lies. 

Trigreſs. That fairer Lawn you mention, 
is in your Neighbourhood — look to its Safe 
ty, 'tis your Buſineſs more than mine. 


Lion. Such indeed, I have been made to 
believe for near a Century, to my Coſt ;—— 


but I ſee my Error, and ſhall never more 
| buſy myſelf with diſtant Concerns or Quar- 
rels;— 1 have been fighting foreign Wind- 
mills t too long, and now reſolve not only 
to ſpeak Senſe, but to practiſe it. 


Horſe. How unreaſonable is ſuch a De- | 
claration in the Preſence of our beſt Allies, 


when you know too, that you can no more 

keep your Word than you can eat Thunder. 
(Alſide to the Lion. 

Lion. Who ſhall hinder me? Am not 
I Lord and maſter in my own Foreſt? 


Horſe. Not ſo loud, it you wou'd not ex- 


pole thyſelf,” Aide to him. 

"Th O'ons ! what do you mean? 
Horſe, That if you are not wiſer I ſhall 
throw off the Maſk, and drop my Modera- 
tion.——You reſolve againſt interfering in 
foreign Quarrels! I love you for that, as if 
you 
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you pretended to have a Will-—-I told you, 
you wou'd but expoſe yourſelf. — 

Otter. O, pray, my Lord, urge not Mat- 
ters farther ; the Royal Beaſt relents. 

Horſe, Tis well; — but fee, my Friends, 
the Fore-catt of this weſtern Sage, whoſe 
Security depends ſolely on foreign Alliances, 
and the Figure he makes in diſtant Foreſts. 

Lion, My tough Oaks then ſtand me in 
no Need. 

Horſe. Did your r Oaks prevent the Whelp's 
late Viſit ? 

Lion. That is the Cord, the ſure Cord, 
ever touch'd upon to bend me to my—— 
 Trigreſs. Security——How elſe, but by 

laying your Shoulders to the Burden of fo- 
reign Wars, cou'd you have kept the Dan- 
ger diſtant from your Home, and prelery 'd 
the Orthodoxy of your Worſhip 

Lion. To be ſure, your Ladyſhip wiſhes 
I may preſerve it long ;—ſo does that other 
Ladyſhip, the Bear, wnoſe Worſhip tallies 
ſo well with mine: Even the pious Or- 
ter, to ſay nothing of the devouter Seed, 

uares the Worſhip of his Foreſt to mine. 
——Harkee, Lords, and Ladies; I am no 
longer to be frighten'd by Phantoms and 
| Goblins, nor bubbled by maſk” a Allics and 
Friends — And ſo | 

Horſe, Hold, my Lord; you not only 
expole yourſelf but me, by ſuch vague un- 


meaning Speeches. How will my Allies here 
8 judge 
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judge of my Underſtanding and Influence, 
ſhou'd I hear the vain Declaration unmov'd ? 
Again, I fay, urge not the Exertion of 
that Power, which you know me Maſter 
of (He frowns and ſiamps at the Lion. 

Lion. Enough, enough! I am all Sub- 
miſſion. — 
Horſe. Lords, and Ladies; you may no 
longer doubt of the Lord Lion's Ad 
anſwer for him; and was my truſty Mule 
here with the Parchment, you ſhou'd ſee 
how readily he wou'd ſign, But be under 
no Concern at the Delay; for e'er Night 
draws her fable Bed- Se he ſhall af- 
fix his Seal to the projected Treaty. 

Lion. Ve Stars, and Moon, is chere no 


Relief at Hand? (Aſide.) 


Horſe. Ha ! what os was that Was 
it not the Lowing of a Cow — 

. Neiſe without.) 

Tierefs. And blended Git more youth- 
a. 

Bear. Pray Heav'n! no ill has befallen 
my precious Cubs I order'd their Nurſe, 
the Cow, an old Servant in my Family, to 
lead them hither, that J may explore their 
Charms and Beauties, to you, my Allies, 


who are tied down to the Aſſertion of their 


Right to my Foreſt, on my Demiſe. 
Lion. What Pity that thoſe Charms were 


not earlier produc'd, that we might all bend 


t9 
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to the happy Sire, who, without doubt, 
muſt be the nobleſt of the Field. 

Otter. The ableſt, we _ be ſure, he 1s, 

(Aide. 

Bear. Oh! the Cry redoubles, and yet 
ſeems at greater Diſtance, | 


Lion. Has none of your younger Hearts 


the Courage to ſee the Danger? Madam, 


if your Cubs ben't already beyond my Reach, 
theſe aged Paws, and this good Heart, ſhall 


recover them for vou. As he goes, meets 


the Cow in Tears.) Ah! venerable Dame ! 
how have you diſpoſed of your precious 
Charge? 

Bear. My Children, my dear Babes !— 
Ah! Nurſe | where has thou left my Babes? 


Ah! ſpeak not; my fond Heart mien. 
ſay, has not the 0 


Cow. Ah! Madam ! name him 1 
always told you what your Confidence in 


that crafty Beaſt wou'd turn to; but you 


wou'd take Advice but of the Bull, whom 
that Varlet gain'd to your Undoing, 


Bear. Oh! I now fee all the Windings 


of the falſe Counſellor ; and too late repent 


my conſenting to the Exile of the faithful 


Spantel, — Nurſe, you ſay not all I am 
to know. 


Cow, As you commanded, I was con- 


ducting the ſweet Babes hither to be preſent- 
ed to this noble Company; and behold as 


we enter'd the adjoining Thicket, thinking 


of 


62 The Northern Flection; Or, 


of no Sort of Danger, we were accoſted by 

one of the Wolf's Domeſticks, who kept us 
in Parly till the Maſter came up——Oh | 
then, he and his Servant, a huge F. 
Dog, ſeiz'd each one of the precious Cubs 
in my Keeping, and hurrying away with 


them, the Raviſher, the Wolf, bad me tell 


you, That you might find your Cubs 
« where you had lodg'd a Cub of equal or 
greater Rank, a few Years ago; and that 
« you mult not wonder if he had taken 
e ſuch a bold Step, ſince without it public 
© Juſtice was not to be done; nor the Tran- 
„ quility of the Foreſt to be reſtored.” 

Bear. Ah, the Villain 0, how I will 


| hamper him! 


Lion. When your Ladyſhip can lay Hands 
upon him. But, if I miſtake not, he has 
ſet the Pack before he dealt the Cards. 

Horſe. I wiſh he may not have a ſure 
Game to play.— 

Bear. I may thank you particularly for 
it, if he has, that had gain'd all that had 
Acceſs to me. | 

Lion. Thus are my Stores laviſh'd round 
the Earth,-— (Aide. 

Bear. Ah, Palfry ! thou haſt undone me, 
when, the better to urge me into the preſent 
Alliance, and into a Breach with the Fox 
and a Coolneſs upon the Monkey, you in- 
| duced me to place an implicit Confidence in 
him 
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him who now turns the Power I veſted bim 
with, on myſelf. 


Horſe. The Scheme was cligible and well 


laid. — 

Lion. Such will the Wolf call his Scheme 
if he ſucceeds; for Freaſon has no Alliance 
with Succeſs. 

Otter. There, Lord Lion, you are in the 
right——as indeed he wou'd in moſt Things, 
if left himſelf. ( Alae. 

Bear. Lou are all, or wou'd be thought 
my Friends, yet not one of you hurries to 
to my Aid, or offers Advice. 

Horſe. Madam, 
the Force of mine and Lord Lion's Foreſt.— 

Lion. I may do much for a Lady in 
Diſtreſs; but methinks, I might have been 
allow'd to anſwer for myſelf.— Vet, let me 


ſee, how will the Caſe ſtand if I ſhou'd not. 


The Hoff ſecures two Cubs to ſet one at Li- 
berty —ʒ am TI ſure that he has not acted by 
the Clucs of Juſtice and Patriotiſm ? If he 
has, why ſhou'd I impede the Courſe of 


Juſtice, or obſtruct the future Welfare of 


2 Community; Look ye, Madam, as 
it does not appear clear to me, that the 


Molf may not be able to anſwer for his Con- 


duct before the Unprejudiced, I am reſolved 
to obſerve a Neutrality, notwithſtanding 


what my Aſſociate here may have aſſured 
you to the Contrary. 


Horſe. How e Sir! 


— 


Lion. 


you ſhall command all 
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Lion, Prance as you may, my doughty 
Controller; Juſtice is Juſtice, and J love it 
too well to obſtruct its Courſe—and ſo, 
Madam, your Well-wiſher, in an honeſt 
| Way. Exit. 
Bear. This is a \ Trick 'twixt you, Mr, 

Pa Ifry, and that Roarer, ——but I'll be re- 
veng'd.— (Going. 

Tigreſs. Madam, I conjure you to ſtay.— 
Bear. What, among pretended Friends, 

that aid me with Wind only when my All is 
at Stake !—T'll try if I can't recover one Friend 
worth you all, whom I was weak enough 


do abandon for thoſe who plung'd me into 


my preſent Difficulties, and now look cool- 
ly on. Exit. 
Tigreſs. She can mean but the Fox, or 
Monkey, with whom, if ſhe aſſociates, we 
are undone. Let us follow to interpoſe. 


[Exeunt, 
SCENE II. 
An old Caſtle in the Midſi of a Foreſt, a Wea 
ſel ftting on the Ruins. 


: mel. What Power can ſecure me from 
his Rage. W hither ſhall I fly to hide my- 
ſelf from his Vigilance ?!!— Ah ! is not that 
he that ruſtles thro' yon' Brake ?—-Oh! 
Coward that I am, what had I tro do with 
Empire, and Cares, and Dangers its Con- 
commitants ? A Heart like mine, was better 
fitted 
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fitted for Retirement than the Buſtles and 


Riſks of Courts and Foreſts. -— But my 
| Aunt wou'd force me from my native reſting 
Place, and oblig'd me to reject proffer d 
Honours, fince confet'd on my Coufin, the 
Boar, whom ſhe wou'd lately have perſuad- 
ed me to treat ill, for Purpoſes of her own. 
—— Ah! theſe all are the Conſequences of 


lawleſs Love! — And I muſt be made the 
Sacrifice—to make Way for the Fruits of 
her cover'd Pleaſures, I muſt intrude upon 


my Couſin.— But ſee the dire Effects of 


her ſelf- intereſted Politicks.— Already bas 
her favourite Counſellor, the Wolf, ſhiver'd 


the Props of her big Plan, by ſecuring her 
Cubs; and ſhou'd he, as 'tis thought he will, 
ſet up the Cub, fo long i immur d, ſhe may 
retire to Solitude ; if Lenity touch the Tray- 
tor's Heart. But mayn't the Epithet be 
harſher than it need If his Conduct be 
weigh'd in the Scale of Juſtice, how will 
the Beam incline? or if that of my Aunt be 
thrown into the purifying Fire of Equity, how 


will it come out? — Ah! he comes, and 


Rage and Reſolution flaſh from his quick 
Eye, which already has diſcover'd me. —— 


Yet may I be miſtaken, for, as he advances, 


inethinks his Looks fallen; 
a 
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SE ENE III. 
Enter the Wolf. 


2 Poor panting pigmy Elf, . 
and be ſafe. 


We/cl. You'll ſpare my Life. — 
N of. J will, and your Aunt's too, if the 

 ſharpens not, by Reſiſtance, the Edge of 
Juſtice.— 

Weſel. And her Cube 
Wolf. For whom you were to make Way. 

They ſhall live too, tho' as little ſhou'd 
they be thy Care as mine, who ſeek but the 
future Happineſs of my native Foreſt, more 
dear to me than Life. Greater or more 
powerful, I can't be hereafter than I lately 
was; yet knowing that no permanent Hap- 
pineſs cou'd attend the Soil of my Birth, 
without the Change I have now begun, I 

_ Choſe to put all at Hazard by fiezing Oppor- 
tunity while I might. — But for thee, thou 
ſhalt return to thy little Wood in lafety, 
where you and your Couſin, the Boar, may 
agree your Differences — Perhaps, hereafter, 
I may advile giving you Aid from our great 
Foreſt, ſhou'd your Couſin, as probably he 
will, diſpute with you the Succeſſion you 
refign'd to him on a fairer Proſpect. It 
: will be our Intereſt to ſupport a controvert- 

ed Title to the Goat's Foreit. { A/ide.) But 
Calm and Peace mult be firſt ſpread o'er 


home, 
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home, before we can think of ſuccouring 
thee. Therefore neſtle ſnugly in thy native 
Copſe, and wait an Opportunity. I'll ſee 
thee conducted in Security. 7 


[Te Weſel deſcends, and exeunt both. 


SCENE IV. 


Enter the Monkey, as if in Converſation 


with the Badger. 


+ Aber, If the Volf ſeeks my Aſſiſtance he 
ſhall have it moſt willingly ; bs tho' I might 


object to his Gratitude to the Bear, who 


rais'd, and repoſed a Confidence in him, yet 
am Ja Friend to the Cauſe he eſpouſes. 


Badger. The Cauſe of Innocence and of 


Juſtice— 


Monkey. Which I ſhall ever protect. — 


You are no Stranger to my Reſolves in fa- 
vour of the young Lion. 


Badger. No, my Lord; and the 7/belp, 


if I miſtake not, will retaliate the generous 
Favour. — 

Monkey, I believe it; for in my Converſe 
with him, he exceeds all that many-tongu'd 
Fame had _m of him. 

Badger. O, my Lord! when you ſhall 


know him as well and long as the Talbot, 


from whom I have his true Character, you l 
perceive ſuch a copious Mind, ſuch a Fund 
of Underſtanding, ſo much Goodneſs, ſo 
great hate ol ſuch Benevolence, ard 
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ſuch Evenneſs and Openneis of Temper, as 
muſt endear him to you for ever. 

Monkey, Already is his Intereſt as dear to 
me as my own ; but Reynard, on one Side, 


and my Dam on the other, mean to divert 


me from my Purpoſe, but they ſhan't ; yet 
mult J hold it fair with the Fox, ind. par- 
ticularly at the Eve of the great Event juſt 


machinated by the Wolf. —Are we {ure 
that the deluded Bear won't attempt the Re- 


covery of her Cubs, by the Aid of Reynard, 
who, however diſoblig' d he may have been 
at her late Conduct, will cloſe with her Of- 
fers, and ift to her from us: My Friend, 


you know the Fox ; Intereſt is his Idol; and 


to ſecure that, he will break thro' all Ties 
and Promiſes. What a Specimen has he 
afforded us lately of the true Portraiture of 
his Ambiguity, -in his Conduct towards the 
generous help — What hooping and hal- 


lowing was that? (A great Noiſe without. 


Badger. The Noile thickens, and ſeems 
to mas hey I'll learn the Occaſion. 


(Goes out, and returns laughing. 
Monkey, How now! ſome Maiden ra- 


viſh'd; or Rat hunted for Loſs of Bacon. — 


Badger. A royal Hunt, wy Lord 


your Ally— gha, ha! 


Monkey, The Fox, is at his old Pranks, 
ha, ha ! * of him? 


Badger. That he has been purſued by all 


the neighbouring Farmers, their Wives, 
Sons, | 
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Sons, and Daughters, arm'd with Forks, 
- Spits, Pokers, and Ladles, for Loſs of Pou- 
lets and Geeſe, ha, ha! They deſire Ad- 
mittance to your Lorſhip, to make Com- 
plaint. 


Monkey. It may not be The Affair muſt 


be huſh'd, that Reynard take no Umbrage 


at our Conduct towards him, here in the 


North: Step to the Crowd, and ſay from 


me, that I ſhall ſend anon to compenſate 


each for any Damage he may have ſuſtain'd. 


(Exit Badger.) How prevalent 1s Nature in 
thoſe that don't lay a Reſtraint upon their 
Paflions ?——Hapleſs Beaſts! more wretch- 


ed than ſenſual Man, are they who weigh 


not their Cunduct in Reaſon's Scale! All 


will be Confuſion, all Injuſtice, when Rea- 


ſon directs not the Courſe.— Reynard, the 


richeſt Inhabitant of the Foreſt, gives a 
Looſe to Nature, and pilfers Poultry from 


the pooreſt Hinds. —(The Badger returns.) 
They are contented, I hope ?— _ 


Badger. They are, my Lord ; and bleſs 


| you for your Bounty. — Your Lordſhip 18 
penſive.— 


Monkey. J am, my Friend and who 


that is bleſs d with the Faculty of cool Re- 


flection can be otherwiſe? See you not the 


growing Degeneracy of Beaſts, how they 
ape weak Man in all his Extravagancies and 


Follies? And what is more piercing {till to 
the generous Breaſt, the Beaſts of higheſt 


Ranks, 
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Ranks, that ſhou'd ſet Example to the Reſt, 


are moſt ſenſual and extravagant. 34.08 
round your Thoughts on all the Rulers of 
the Foreſt, and find me if you can, a rea- 
ſonable Beaſt among them. But ſo was it 
not always; yet have we now ſuch a weak 
Generation of rl Noodles, one at moſt 
excepted, as puts R-—-y to the Bluſh.— 

Badger. Of Chiefs, I can't brag much; 
but of Expectants more may be ſaid.— 
Monhkey. Even of theſe, except the Boar, 
and help, what can Fame urge in their 
Favour? See what a Dolt is to ſucceed the 
Fox; and how much more promiſing 1 iS the 
Aſs s Heir? 

HBaag. Yet ample Alia has Dame Na- 
ture made in the Paſfry's Family, or tell- 
tale Fame is a Babbler. 

Monkey. There take thy Stand; a firmer 
you cou'd not have choſen— Ah my 
Friend! what Pity it is that Fortune ſhou'd 
wear a Bandage o'er her Eyes — But I'll 
remove, or at leaſt attempt it. 

Badger. Ah! my Lord! the beauteous | 
Hind might much forward your Deſigns. — 

Monkey, Which ſhe earneſtly wiſhes to 
do; nor can I wonder that ſhe yields to the 
Force of exalted Merit—-Yet a little while, 
and all will do well. — Who have we here, 
Reynard's Counſellor, the Cat. How fare 


your Lord, Sir? I hope my beſt and wor- 
thieſt 
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thieſt Friend and Ally, is well in Body and 


Mind ? (Abe Cat comes forward, 


Cat. To your Lordſhip, he ſendeth greet- 
ing, wiſhing for an immediate Conference 
with you, on Matters of high Importance. 
As for his bodily Health, he enjoys it per- 
| fect, except a Lameneſs contracted in a late 
Excurſion he made for Paſtime. 


Monkey. And for Pelf.— (Aſide.) Say, 


Sir, with my beſt Love, that I ſhall wait 


on him incontinently 5 gueſs the late 
Convulſion in the Bear 8 Family to be the 
Ocean. 

Cat. You have oueſs'd, my good Lord ; 
nor ought fair Opportunity to be loſt when it 
offers. — Already has the Bear been on her 
Knees to my Maſter for Succour.— 


_ Monkey, Which *'tis to be hoped he has 


granted. Thus by my bending to what 
I wou'd not have done, I ſhall ſift the Truth 
from this cunning Elf. (Aſide.) 

Cat. Vour Lordſhip's Penetration readily 


unfolds the knottieſt Points; and as you ſay, 


ſo do I think ought my Maſter to prop up 


the trembling Bear. For ſhou'd the bold 


and crafty Wolf ſucceed, Peace and Plenty 


might ſo O er- ſpread that vaſt northern Fo- 


reſt, that we in the South may hereafter be 
obliged to bend to its mighty Power. 
Such our Politicks, and ſuch our Intereſt, to 


prevent Calm and Union in the diſtant as 


well as neighbouring Foreſts. 
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Monkey. And both wiſely o'er-weigh'd 
my Lord Reynard's Friendſhip for the Lion's 
Whelp.— Thus can his late Conduct towards 
that youthful and uſeful Ally, be juſtified by 
the ale Scales of —— and Self- In- 
tereſt. 


Cat. Some Part of that Conduct was 


harſher than it need, and againſt my Advice, 

as judging it mult create a perſonal Enmity, 
which might hereafter prove dangerous, 
ſhou'd the Yhelp ever ſucceed in his Views 


on the ſecluded Foreſt:— I own the Pro- 


ſpe& is very diſtant, yet diſtant as it may 
ſeem at preſent, he may poſſibly ſucceed, 
either by the Fame of his own Virtues, or 
thro' the Demerit of others: And I am al- 
ways for guarding againſt Poſſibilities; there- 
fore was averſe to the puſhing the Youths 
Reſentment beyond all Bounds. But my 
Reaſons were o'er-ruled by my more ſan- 
guine Colleagues in Council, and particular- 
ly by the Arguments of an inflam'd Levite, 
who ow'd his high Rank to the Whelt's 
Sire. Vet, tho' I was averſe to Severity, 
I was no leſs averſe to ſupporting his Claim, 
foreſeeing, that if he ſucceeded, the natural 
Intereſt of the ſecluded Foreſt wou'd induce 
him to help paring my Maſter's Nails. 
But fee a ſecond Meſſenger from my Ma- 
ſter, to quicken your Lordſhip's Pace. 
Monkey, I wait on him. IExcunt. 


ACT 
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ACT VI. 


$CENE. 1. 


A Grove of Ever-greens, on the Banks of a 
clear Stream * Water, 


Enter the H ind, and the Ewe, from the 72 


poſite Sides of the Grove. 


Hind. No more, my Dear, ſhall you wear 


the Name of Rival, but in its Stead, I will 
call thee Friend ; for ſuch 1 deem thee, and 
ever ſhall, let the dear Youth's Decifion be 
what it may.—— 
Eue. Alas! my Friend, a Name 1 ſhall 
be ever vain to bear, the Whelp, as little as 
thyſelf, has the Liberty of Choice—Such 
is his hard Fortune, _— | 
Hind. Ah! name not the blind Deity ! 
Was ſhe not ſtone-blind, wou'd ſhe have 
ſmiled on Demerit, and frown'd on Virtue ? 
Ewe. And was ſhe not deaf as well as 
blind, wou'd ſhe not have heard the loud 
Voice of open-mouth'd Fame, who has been 
hoarſe in our Lover's Praiſe J 
ind. J heard ſay that Love is blind, yet 
can it be true, ſince he has ſo ſurely taken 
his Aim at thy Heart and mine? Hy, ho! 
— that Heart which miſgives me. 
Ewe. So does mine; "and vet it yields 
not to Suſpicion of my Lover's Truth. 


Hind. 


— 
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_ Hind. Nor mine; yet is it weigh'd down 


my, by Doubt ; but not of him that ingroſſes it. 


Ewe. Of your Brother rather, who oft” 
ſpins his Web too fine there lye my 
Hopes, if this freſh Alarm in the Bear's 
Family don't cauſe a ns in his Politicks. 
(Alſide. 

Hind. Did not the heroick Youth appoint 
us here? Wherefore then does he delay ?— 
The Charmer comes—yet am I de- 
ceiv'd ; 'tis his Confident, the gallant Talbo. 


SCENE IL 
Enter the Talbot. 


Ambo.. Where, where, Sir, is * Friend? 


Talbot. Ladies— 
Ambo. Ah, Sir, dally not t with our Fears, 


but ſay 1s he well! 


Talbot. He is— 
Ambo. Oh! where —Why was he not 


here ?-:- - 
Hind. Well might my Heart weigh more 


than uſual, 
Ewe. Now can I ſee why mine was ſunk 


ſo low. (IVeeps. 
Find, Reynard, falſe Reynard, or the 


Pa [fry has way- laid the glorious Youth. 
(Weeps. 

Talbot. Lovely Pair! how affecting their 
Grief; how uncommon their Generofity ! 


2 Faireſt, kindeſt of your charming 


Sex, 
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Sex, ceaſe to bewail an imaginary Loſs ; nor 
grieve for an Abſence, nor blame it, ſince it 
is involuntary. Already was the warm Lo- 
ver, the fearleſs Yhelp, on his Way to the 


Appointment, when the wary Monkey {ſent 


to wean him from the Walk at the Riſque 
of his Friendſhip. By the Meſſenger he 
wrote theſe Words in a Tablet, which he 
{ent as a Preſent to the hunted Youth; 


« Your Enemies, whom I need not name, 
got Wind of your Arrival, and have Scouts 


« ev'iry Way to mark your Goings; judge 


ce of the Danger as I do ; and, if you wou'd 
« keep me your Friend, ſtir not from Jour oy 


„„Den, till you hear further from me. 

. Hind, Oh, ſavage Cruelty | why doſt thou 
fink into noble Hearts? 

Ede. Call you thoſe Beaſts noble, who 

Harbour ignoble Thoughts? High, as blind 

Fortune may have plac'd them, yet are they 


far below the Level of the meaneſt of the 


Foreſt. 


Hind, The 8 and Humane, how 


obſcure ſoe' er their Birth or Condition, riſe 
high, in the Eye of Reaſon, above the 


higheſt in Rank, if they reſt not on the Ba- 


ſis of Virtue.— Bu: our Lover, (you ſee, 
Sir, we bluſh not to own the virtuous F lame) 
the Favourite of Fame; he ſoars as high in 
Merit, above moſt of his Rank, us in Birth, 
above the low- born Herd. 

2 Fabse. 


* — ee 


- EIGEN — 
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Eue. He, the glorious Youth, is born to 
reclaim and fave, by Precept and Example ; 
nor is Vice and Luxury, ſo long encou- 
rag'd, to be rooted up but by a Head and 
Heart like his. | 

Talbot. With either of you, fair Excel- 
lencies, to aid him in the glorious Work, 
we might pronounce his, Succels. What 

Soil, how rank ſoever or oergrown with 
Weeds, might not be brought to yield fair 
_ under the Inſpection of ſuch a Fair? 

Hind, Oh! that Sound ſtrikes a Damp 
upon my Soul! —- 

Ewe, So it does on mine. 

Hind. Already is the Blood chill'd in all 
its Veſſels—tho” you are my Friend, yet can't 
I bear that you ſhou'd be pair'd with the 
dear Youth in Prejudice of me. 

Eve. Nor I, that you ſhou'd be the happy 

She. — Vet, my Friend, let our Friendſhip 
ſtill ſubſiſt; nor let us blame either him or 
ourſelves; but as either is bleſs'd, let the 
other lay the Fault at Fortune's Door, and 
recur to Patience. — Pray, Sir, may we not 
accompany you to the Place of the Whelh's 
Refidence ? 

Hind. Oh, pray, Sir, oblige us. | 

Talbot. With Pleaſure 1 ſhou'd obey, if 
Danger to the Youth you love, ſtood not in 
the way on either Side. Shou'd you be 
track'd to his Den, and Harm ſhou'd enſue, 
or ſhou' d the Lord Monkey diireliſh the 

Viſit 
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_ Viſit, — yet, Ladies, if you'll come this 
way, we'll take Council as we walk, and I'll 
ſee what may be done, — for the Eaſe of the 


Mpelp that muſt be torn in twain, ſhou'd 


you both accoſt him at a time. Aide. 
[ Exeunt, 
SCENE WM 


A Cottage on the Edge of a Mood, the Flour 
firew'd with Heads and Limbs of Sheep, 
Kids, Lambs, and of different Fowls. 
Enter the Boar and Badger. 


; Badger, Such, my Lord, is the Havock 


which the voracious Couple we ſaw go hence, 


have made, to ratify their coming Friend- 


| ſhip. Thus have the Bear and Fox feaſted 


in their Treaty-making. 
| Boar. Such, my Friend, will always be 
the dire Effects of Inſatiety and Ambition. — 


Ah! my Counſellor! if ever you ſhou'd fee 


me inclining to either, check and and rouſe 
me from the vicious Lethargy, elſe I ſhall 
not deem thee my Friend. 


Badger. My Lord, had I thought you in- 


clin'd to either, you ne'er had had me your 


Friend : And as much as your Cauſe ſtands 


in Need of the young Lion's ſucceeding in 


his Views on the ſecluded Foreſt, I ne'er 


had intereſted myſelf for him, had I not be- 
1 liev'd \ 
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liev'd him form'd by Nature to bleſs and re- 
form the preſent erring Generation. 
Bear. Erring indeed, the World is; and 
who ſo likely to reform it as a Whelp tutor'd 
in the School of Adverſity— Tell me, my 
Friend, for you have ſeen him ſince his arri- 
val in this Foreſt, is not that he who walks 
penſive before yon' Cave? 
Badger. The ſame; for who but himſelf 
cou'd fo ſhine thro' thoſe almoſt impervious 
Clouds of Cares and Sorrows that ſurround 
him? Except yourſelf, and your Brother-in- 
Law the Monkey, has he a ruling F. riend here 
or elſewhere ? 


Boar. Muſt not all the World be in | 


- Friendſhip with Virtue like his? 
Badger. Yes, my Lord, if all the World 
were virtuous as he 1s. 3 the preſent 
Chiefs of the Foreſt any ene leaſt Acquain- 
tance with Virtue, wou'd that perfect Youth 
be hunted as he is? Even now 1s he ſur- 
rounded with Danger on every Side. — The 
Paljry, and his Mule, the Bear, and even the 
Fox. 
Bear. Ah! lengthen not the Liſt of the 
Enemies to Virtue, which, I truſt, will find 
Safety in the Monkey 5 Vigilance and mine. 
hut how reliſhes the Aß the Arrival of 
the afflicted Youth in theſe Parts, or the Re- 
port of his Affiancing with the fleecy Ewe? 
Badger. As the Palyr wou'd his matching 
with the lovely Hind. — The Aß has lonp 
had 
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had the wide Foreſt he was elected to, in 
view for his favourite Colt, and thought that 
matching with the Ewe wou'd belt ſecure 
his Succeſs. —— 

Boar. Or I am ciſlcken- in the hunted 
Youth, or he has no View to that Succeſ- 
fion.—-A much greater Prize he aims at ; 
and tho' the Toil and Hazard be greater, 0 
will the Glory too, of reſtoring the golden 
Age to the ſecluded Foreſt. —— 

Badger. And he, if any, is capable of 
working the deſirable Change; for, my 
Lord, if the Source be clear, ſo will the 
Stream. Vet ſee yon muddy Sources how 
they einbrace 

Boar. The Bear and Fox. Already 
then can I diſcern the Y/of's Scheme abor- 
tive. In taking Reynard to her Aid, ſhe 
mult recover. her Cubs, —— 
Badger. And Power too; yet theſe fre- 
quent Convulſions Pry upon the Vitals, and 
enfeeble them. — 

Boar. While yet Opportunity offers let it 
be improv'd; if the olf ſhou'd have fail'd, 
yet may the Seed of Diſcord be fo ſcatter” d 
in the Bear's Foreſt, on this Event, as to 
weaken her Efforts. ke us take Counſel 
of the firſt Mover of all our Schemes. 

Badger. Already is he in view to our with, 


SCENE | 
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SCENE IV. 


Enter the Monkey. 


* Monk. What a Scene of Horror is here, my 

Friends? But ſuch it muſt ever be where the 

Bear and Fox bear Sway. — Oh! you that 

direct the Actions of ruling Beaſts, point 
mine to Juſtice, — 

- Baayger, And to Dey, my Lord. — 
See yon majeſtic Youth, — 

Monk. How unlike that Pair who hug 

| each other as they trudge along.—But tho 

the Bear has recover'd her Cubs, and, for the 

preſent, ſecur'd her Power, my Meaſures 
yet ſhall take her and her new Ally, Reynard, 

 down.——Ungrateful Reynard ! who ſhifts 
and varies with the Wind. 

Badger. I think not, my Lord, he is ever 

ſteady to his own Intereſt. 

Monk. And cover'd with foul Stains all 
o'er; but by none is he ſo disfigur'd as by 
his late Treatment of yon penſive Youth.—— 
Boar. Who yet may be in Plight to re- 
taliate. 

Monk, Or he ſhall, or he 1 I ſhall fink 
together. — Yet awhile muſt I poſtpone 
the final Execution of my big Plan. The 
generous Whelp, however, ſhall find ſhelter 
in this Clime, Spite of his Enemies; and 
anon ſhall find a Bride ſuited to his Birth. 


un 
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I'll bear him up, by the Aids of Art and 
Addreſs, againſt the Torrent of his Foes, till 
the old Goat be out of our way; dut then, 
Iwill openly add my whole Strength to the 


Engine of my Brain. The better to execute 


this Plan, you and I, Brother, muſt incline 
to Peace. 

Boar. Such was the Counſel of my Con- 
ſort 

Monk, Who | is deeply kill d in Myſteries 
of State, — 
© Badger. Or ſhe had not been ſo lov' d by, 
and like, your Lordſhip. 

Menk. Vet is ſhe not dearer to me or more 
like than the Hind.— But ſee her Suitor 
ſees. me, and moves this way: You'll both 
retire that I may the better explore the Re- 
ceſſes of his Brain and Heart. { Exeunt the 
Boar and Badger) Well may that noble Air 
and Symmetry of Parts, that meaning Aſ- 
pe, win my Siſter and the Ewe. How 
gracefully he moves, — and how viſible the 
ſudden generous Tranſition in his virtuous 
Mind, which ſhudders at the horrid Scene 
in view! (Enters the Y. Lion) You are 
thoughtful, my young Lord, nor can be 
otherwiſe in your Station; bat Foot Minds 
ſoar high above 

Y. Lion. Perſonalities ; 'tis true, my Lord, 
—a Mind, well poiz'd, links not to deſpair, 
but bears with Patience, and gloriouſiy ſtrug- 
gles with Afflictions: Vet that very Mind, 
M | great 
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great in o 'erlooking | its own immediate Suf- 

ferings, wou'd, in my Opinion, ceaſe to be 
great, ſhou'd it calmly view the Calamities 
of others. What Mind can behold, un- 
ſhaken, the Scene before us.? 

Monk. You are yet unſkill'd, my Friend, 
in the Wiles and Urgencies of — 
Power. 

. Lion. And fo for ever wiſh to be, if i it 
needs muſt urge the Poſſeſſor to Acts of 
Cruelty and Injuctice. Ah! my Lord, mea- 
ſure by thy ſelf, and ſay, how much more 
refin'd the Joys that reſult from communi- 
cating happineſs to others.—But theſe are 
Joys unfelt by the Authors of this Carnage. 
ä may it be the Work of Ne- 
ceſſity.—— 
2. Lion. Of the Appetites and Paſſions 
rather, which hurry away to the Commiſ- 
ſions of all Sorts of Wrongs, him who lays 
not an early Reſtraint upon them. — But, 
my Lord, wherefore do I attempt pencilling 
out the Miſeries reſulting from uncontroul'd 
Paſſions before you, that are diſtinguiſh'd 
beyond all the Chiefs of the Foreſt, for ſub- 
jecting them to Reaſon? Let me rather to 
the Purport of my Viſit, which was to re- 
turn you Thanks for your generous Care of 
my Safety, and to know from you what De- 
cifion I am to make. My Lord, the bea- 
teous Hind is lov'd as ſoon as known. — 


Au. | 


= 
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Monk. Vet, my Friend, for ſuch you ſhall 


ever be, you may not decide in her Favour 


at preſent. Your Intereſt and mine will 
have it otherwiſe. The tleecy Ewe better 
anſwers, at this time, the Ends in view. Had 
the Wo. Yr ſucceeded, and the old Goat been 
on his long Journey, I wou'd have born 
down, by my Authority, all Oppoſition to 
the Alliance we both deſire. But in the pre- 


ſent State of Affairs, we mult bend to Ne- 


ceſſity, and temporize. A general pacifick 
Meeting of the different Confederates is to be 
held anon, at which you will do well to aſ- 
fiſt in order to be known; mean while T'll 


give Orders for your Nuptials. 


Z. Lion. Is not Reynard to be of the 


Number? 


Monk, He 1s. | 
V. Lien. Enough, my Lord, to obſtruct 


my Appearance there. My honeſt Heart 


forbids an Interview with one ſo faithleſs and 


unhoſpitable. 


Monk, Be it as you will; yet tr 


that, in good Policy, Reſentments are noe 


always to be long liv'd. 
N Lion. My Lord, I ſhalt never forget 


that I ought to forgive but— 
Monk. We will further ſift the Subject as 


we walk, at preleng we are diſturb'd. 
| [Exon 


SCENE 
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great in o 'erlooking | its own immediate Suf- 
ferings, wou'd, in my Opinion, ceaſe to be 
great, ſhou'd it calmly view the Calamities 
of others. — What Mind can behold, un- 
ſhaken, the Scene before us? 

| Monk. You are yet unſkill'd, my Friend, 
in the Wiles and 3 of ſupream 

Power. 

Y. Lion. And fo for ever wiſh to be, if it 
needs muſt urge the Poſſeſſor to Acts of 
Cruelty and Injuctice, Ah] my Lord, mea- 
ſure by thy ſelf, and fay, how much more 
refin'd the Joys that reſult from communi- 
cating happineſs to others. But theſe are 
Joys unfelt by the Authors of this Carnage. 

Monk. Yet may it be the Work of Ne- 
ceſſity.— 

Y. Lion. Of the Appetites and Paſſions 
rather, which hurry away to the Commiſ- 
fions of all Sorts of Wrongs, him who lays 
not an early Reſtraint upon them. — But, 

my Lord, wherefore do I attempt pencilling 
out the Miſeries reſulting from uncontroul'd 
Paſſions before you, that are diſtinguiſh'd 
beyond all the Chiefs of the Foreſt, for ſub- 
jecting them to Reaſon? Let me rather to 
the Purport of my Viſit, which was to re- 
turn you Thanks for your generous Care of 
my Safety, and to know from you what De- 
cifion I am to make. My Lord, the bea- 
teous Hind is loy d as ſoon as known. 


Monk. 
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Monk. Vet, my Friend, for ſuch you ſhall 
ever be, you may not decide in her Favour 
at preſent. Your Intereſt and mine will 
have it otherwiſe. The fleecy Ewe better 
anſwers, at this time, the.Ends in view. Had 
the Wolf ſucceeded, and the old Goar been 
on his long Journey, I wou'd have born 
down, by my Authority, all Oppoſition to 
the Alliance we both deſire. But in the pre- 
ſent State of Affairs, we muſt bend to Ne- 
ceſſity, and temporize.A general pacifick 
Meeting of the different Confederates is to be 
held anon, at which you will do well to aſ- 
ſiſt in order to be known; mean while I'll 
give Orders for your Nuptials. 
J. Lion. Is not Reynard to be of the - 
Number? 

Monk. He is. 

V. Lion. Enough, my Lord, to obſtruct 
my Appearance there. My honeſt Heart 
forbids an Interview with one fo faithleſs and 
unhoſpitable. 

Monk. Be it as you will; yet remember 
that, in good Policy, Reſentments are not 
always to be long liv'd. 

Z. Lion. My Lord, I ſhall never forget 
that I ought to forgive; but 
Mont. We will further ſift the Subject as 


we walk, at preſent we are diſturb' d. 
[Exunt, | 
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120 g c E NE IV. 
Enter the Bear and the Wolf as in dif- 
courſe, 


IWelf. Such is a Proof of your Ladyſhip - 

Diicernment. What elſe but your Service 
cou'd your faithful Counſellor have in View? 
Already was I at the Summit of all ſubordi- 
nate Greatneſs; nor cou'd I aſpire to greater 
Power than you veſted me with: But I. 
judg'd it for your Intereſt, in ſo critical a 
Criſis, to ſound the Public, and put Particu- 
lars to trial; and how ſo well cou'd that 
be done, as by the ſudden Seizure of your 
„ 
Bear. I was ur d at firſt, not 9 
ing the Depth or Refinement of your Policy, 
but am now ſo well pleas'd with this new 
Proof of your Faith and Skill, that you have 
ſecur'd me your Friend for ever. 

Wolf. And for ever am I ſecur'd in the 
Chains of Zeal and Duty. (Kneeling. ) Such _ 
will always be the Succeſs of Deceit, when 
well cover'd with fair Intention, Deeper 
yet, and better laid, ſhall be my future 
Schemes in favour of the Injur'd. (Aſide.) 
Madam, or my Ears beguile me, or Shouts 
have reach'd them that denote the Aſſem- 
bling of the Chiefs. Your Preſence will be 
immediately neceſſary. 

Bear. 
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Bilar. 1 20; yet tell me, if Report ſay 
true concerning the ah + 8 Nuptials with 
the Ewe? 
Wilt. It does. Already has the Monkey 
aſſentec. 
| Bear. I ſhall be teaz'd to thwart the er- 
rant Youth in his Deſigns, and force him 
from theſe northern Climes, 

Wolf. And owe you not more to Juſtice, 
to Compaſſion, to your own Honour, than 
to cool Friendſhip, ſuch as you told me, was 
ſhewn you when you lately thought your- 
ſelf in Extremity ? Beſides, Madam, - wou'd 
vou copy the Ungenerofity of the 3 8 
late unhoſpitable Hoſt? Wou'd you, a: 
Reynard, fix an indelible Stain on you 
Fame? 


Bear. Never—you ſhall further counſel 
me in our Way, es | LExeunt. Je 


8 CE NE V. 


A Lawn in a Wood, at the Edge of which 
the Fox, and wy” Cat, appear in ä Con- 
* 


Fox. To be thus foil'd by a Sg; 
and at my own Weapons too! ſhameful! 
Cat. Ay, my Lord, to be out-done in 
Art and Addreſs, the Inheritances of your 
Houſe.— — 


Fox, 
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SCENE w. 


Enter the Bear and the Wolf as in di 
cour ſe, | 


Moll. Such is a Proof of your Ladyſhip's 

Diicernment. What elſe but your Service 
cou'd your faithful Counſellor have in View ? 
Already was I at the Summit of all ſubordi- 
nate Greatneſs ; nor cou'd I aſpire to greater 
Power than you veſted me with: But 1 
judg'd it for your Intereſt, in ſo critical a 
Criſis, to ſound the Public, and put Particu- 
lars to trial; and how ſo well cou'd that 


be done, as by the ſudden Seizure of your 2] 


| Cube! 

Blar. I was F at firſt, not diſcern- 
ing the Depth or Refinement of your Policy, 
but am now ſo well pleas'd with this new 
Proof of your Faith and Skill, that you have 
ſecur'd me your Friend for ever. 
Wolf. And for ever am I ſecur'd in the 
Chains of Zeal and Duty. (Kneeling. ) Such 
will always be the Succeſs of Deceit, when 
well cover'd with fair Intention, Deeper 
yet, and better laid, ſhall be my future 
Schemes in favour of the Injur'd. (Aſide.) 
Madam, or my Ears beguile me, or Shouts 


have reach'd them that denote the Aflem- _ 


bling of the Chiefs, —Your Preſence will be 
immediately neceſſary, 
Bar. 
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Bear. I go; yet tell me, if Report ſay 
true concerning the Mbelß 8 Nuptials with 


the Ewe? 


Wolf. It does. Already has the Monkey 


aſſented. 


Bear. I ſhall be teaz d to thwart the er- 
rant Youth in his Deſigns, and force him 
from theſe northern Climes. 

Wolf. And owe you not more to Juſtice, 
to Compaſſion, to your own Honour, than 
to cool Friendſhip, ſuch as you told me, was 
ſhewn you when you lately thought your- 
ſelf in Extremity ? Beſides, Madam, wou'd 
you copy the Ungenerofity of the Yhelp's 


late unhoſpitable Hoſt? Wou'd you, as 
Reynard, fix an indelible Stain on your 


Fame? 
Bear. Never—you ſhall further counſel 
me in our Way. | k ; 
SCENE V. 


A Lawn in a Wd, at the Edge of which 


the Fox, and the Cat, appear in cloſe Con- 
ference. 


Fox. To het thus foil d by a Stripling ; 


and at my own Weapons too! ſhameful ! 


Cat. Ay, my Lord, to be out-done in 
Art and Aae the Inheritances of your 
Houſe.— | 


Fox. 
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Fox. Was it not enough that he lately 
brav'd me at my own Threſhold, and forc'd 
me to uſe him ill; but he muſt gain my 
Allies to his Cauſe ,—and— Oh! poignant 
Reflection! he muſt gain too the fleecy Eve, 


the lovelieſt and richeſt of the Foreſt fair! — 


And was all this big Scene acted, my Coun- 
ſellor, unknown to thee ? — Ah! where- 
fore haſt thou ſuch Stores to diſtribute, Rs 
tail in Intelligence. 

Cat. Wherefore has the Palfry, more in- 
tereſted than you, waſted ſo much greater 


Stores, yet was not able to trace even his 


Steps hither, much leſs cou'd he explore 
the Place of his Abode, or the Myſteries of 
his Negotiations. 

Fox. Already ſo myſterious! ſo young, 
yet ſo conſummate in Policy! What may I 


not fear when he grows up to Ripeneſs of 


Years, and 1s matur'd by Bolinels and Ex- 
perience ? 
Cat. What indeed, —or even now. 
For ſee where he bends his Steps. 
Fox. Ha! Death to my Hopes | He comes 
forward Ah! that reſenting Look pierces 
to the Quick. Let us retire. 
Cat. For the World, my Lord, you may 
not publiſh ſo great a Weakneſs of Mind, — 
But 'tis now too late. 


Euter 
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Enter the Young Lion, who paſſes on, looking 
feernly at the Fox, as he goes by him. 


Fox. Ah! faw you not, how already the 
Stripling lords it o'er me ? 


Cat. Such will it ever be with oreat un- 
tainted Minds. — ( Aide.) Theſe Shouts pro- 
claim the Election over; ſo may you join 
the Chiefs aſſembled to put a temporary End 
to theſe northern Feuds. I[Exeunt. 
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